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PREFACE 


fsa ine villages of Belle Rive and Valrlgren, Jllineis, and 
the tenritony surrounding then have played their role in developing 
civilization in "Little €aypt";, the purpose of this volume is 40 
neveal a portion of the histoay of? this area. 

fis will be noted by the neadery a Large portion of. this 
book i4 made up Oy biographies of people who pele the area, J£ 
is the desine of this Bureau to give cnedit 4o people who supplied 
bioyuphical information of thein ancestors; for this reason, we 
have inserted the names of such persons at the beginning of the 
biographies, 

Gaeat cane has been given in the neseanch of historic infor- 
metion for accuracy and authenticity; epediemen the fact that 
there is a possibility that errs might have been made in infor- 
mation supplied us, va that typographical erwas may have been 
made in printing, this Bureau cand and will not assune responasi- 
bility as to the authenticity of all of the contents 0; this wak 

hlany of the places and persons who are mentioned in this 
history Lived well over a century ago, 7ls they were the pLoneenrs 
og this atea, thein participation in the develo pnent off the com- 
muity made it possible fon the people oj the Jwentieth Century to 
enjoy the fruit ae their efforts and as a aesult be privileged with 
the opportunity of possessing Pa eich Atandand of social, economic 
and spinitual Life, 
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PR, AND ERS. GOALEY HOPKINS REPORTING 

james Hopkins, grandfather of Goaley, Lived a short distance 
south of Belle Rive, (ne night in 1865 he was awskened by his trusty 
dog, and AUN outside saw sume men with either eight on nine horses 
He went back to bed but could not go tv sleep; ant a short tine before 
daybreck the shenrij?? and a deputy from Washington (County, Illinois, 
called at his home and inguined iff he had seen any men with horses pas, 
He told then he had, and the sreriff vadered hin to be deputized and 
go with then on thein hunt for the horses, They started east and later 
that day found the honses in a woded section close 40 a creek near the 
Hanilton-Jefferson (County line, The shenigf Left one deputy with the 
honses, and he and James Hopkins made a search fon the thieves, They 
were unable to find the men that hud stolen them, but the sheriff got 
the horses delivered back to thein owners, The ouners of the honses all 
Lived in the same vicinity, . 

la, Goaley Hopkins reports a strange event which occured in 
the early days of the community, Her grandmother, sn Sursa, went to 
the stone and Left her tree childien at home, Like many families of 
that day, the fanily had a barrel of sorghum Before flrs, Sursa nre- 
turned home the eldest girl, Illary, climbed on top of the Lid of the 
barrel, which was sitting close by a window, 40 sce if her mother were 
in sight, The top of the barrel caved in, dropping Iilary down in the 
barrel of AOAp/ LUN, The other cAuldnen were unable Lo pull her out of 
the barrel, and there she stayed till Mrs, Sursa got home, We can. 
all imazine the job of cleaning that occupied bls, Sursa for quite some 
dine after lary was rescued from her sweet place of confinement! 


CHARLES YATES REPRTING 

Joseph Yates came from Hopkinsville, Kentucry, to Thieny Hill 
northeast of Dahlgren, about 1820 if not before, He walked there from . 
Hopkinsville at the age of sixteen, He hewed tinber and made a Log 
cabin fon his new home, fe spent all of the nenainden of his Life as 
a fame, iis lize was nelatively srort, a4 he died in his early 
thirties, He was married to a Lady naned Campbell, When he died, 
he Left five children, and his ue died about a year Later. They 
had three girls and two boys, 


i 


Eli R, Yates, grandfatienr of (harles Yates and eldest son of 
Joseph Yates, was boan in 1834, He was married to flantha Shelton of 
that vicinity €li, Like his father, hewed out some timber and built 
a cabin fon himself aul his fanily, éLi and hlartha Yates neared a 
fanily of four boys and three girls, 

Jsan R, Yates was boan in the east pare of Jefferson (County, in 
wones Paainie Tounrship, tis binth was on October 10, 1863: (The 
Letter "R" was quite popular with several generations of the Yates 
fanly, The "2" stood fon miley" anul bhe woad was wied asa niddle 
name for jive straight genrenatlons, Jaan Yates was the father of 
sixteen children by thaee manrtages, five children dying in infancif, 
Jsam Yates and his father (a operated a surface coal mine near Dahlgren 
for twenty years, Jhe mine was inside the boundaries of Jefferson 
County, 

Eli Yates assisted in the constuction of both the Southean and 
the L CH aailwads, bout the dun of the century, the family recalls 
that there was a denailnent of a freight train on the L & N track about 
half wal. between Selle Rive anu Daldgnren, P| Large nud er of mules were 
being ahi pped, and many of them were injured and killed; Aone of the 
mules that did no£ die in the uneck were 40 badls injured that zhey 
had to be killed shortly after the derilment occurred, /| Lange 
quantity of. potatoes aul ham were affected and had to be sold to people 
in the nearby comnunities, A Langé anount of coffee was also in transit 
and much of it also was sold to local people, 


CHARLES W, HORTON 

(ounty neconds show that in the year 1960 (harles \), Hoaton was 
the oldest Democratic voter in Jefferson (County wio has been voting 
continuously since he cast his ~inst vote, His very finst voting was 
in 1896, when he casé his vote for the well-known "Commoner", Willian 
Jenrisus Bayan, iis voting for the past sixty-four years has all been 
in fe'erson (County, JLlinois, in either Pendleton on fioones Paainrie 
Townships. 

The Belle Rive community has been portunate in having the 
honon of raving had an inventor Living in thein midst, lia, Honton has 
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catered to the work of invention fon many years, Among other things 
that have come into being during his inventive career, he has invented 
and penpected an instrument that is known as "The llagic Indicator, " 

[his indicaton operates in the field of personal magnetism, Testimonials 
from many people an difyenrent parts of the nation posnt out cadplebe, View 
works excellently an locating hidden minerals that day deposited below 
the surface of the earth, This indicator is very sensitive, and when 
used in search of various kinds of minerals, particularly metals, the 
perfonmance of the instrument will indicate to the handler that he has 
come in contact with some kind of mineral, he inventive ability of 

lik, Horton has enabled numenous people in many Localities throughout 

the nation, when doing explonaation wrk of minenal deposits, to avoid 
what would have been costly drilling and excavation pursuits, The 

work of th, Honton in peafectinn a device of this hind has caused Belle 
Rive to be krwun in every state of the nation, Jhis instrument is in 
constant use by men in different states to locate deposits of gas and 
oil, "The filagic Indicaton"” has been in use in other cduntries for 

dome dime, The wide distribution of this device has caused this vicinity 
to become knoun in foneign Lands, 


FRAVK GHWEY REPORTING 

Some Land about three miles south of Belle Rive is said t0 be 
vingin soit, Foa some reason, it has never been cultivated, Jt is in 
the heart of libdnes Paainte, not far from unrere the Wilbanks Stand was 
Located, 

William S, (Chaney, boan August 8, 18385, in Tennessee, came zo 
Spring Garden in 1862 and operated a stone, He moved to Hans Grove 
Coaner about 1877 and operated a stone there until about 1665, 

bin, (haney Left Tennessce when the (ivil War began because he 
wag in sympath with the Union cause, He had $300,00 in gold that he 
hid in the sand bolster of the wagon to keep the Rebels from finding 
it. He went back to Tennéssee ard joined the 9th Tennessee (Cavalry, 
Company B, in 1864, We shall tell none of his Civil Warn adventures in 
a moment, | 

William Chaney never Liked to walk, but node everywhere he 
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possibly could, He first married at the age of nineteen, and had two 
children by his firsd wife, litter: Ais fins wize and one child died, 
he married a second Line £0 flatilda Vaughn, 

While seaving in the Union Muay, Jillian (haney was in Ln sa 
Brigade, Quite often the Brigade us away from the other Federal 
£200 Pe 
Once (haney's gaoup rode all nisht in a aairstoan 20 a toun 
where the (onfeterdte general Horgan. was hiding, Theu got there 

ybaeak and surrounded the place with Union troops, General 
Iloagan started to nun out of tre house, when he was shot, liloagen's 
body was tied on a horse and taken into toun 240 a Union officer, 
who was told, "Here is libagan,"” The Union officer said, “To Hell with 
Hloagan, " The men thcreupon dropped General llongan wy, body in the mud 
and Let it there, William (Aaney was an eye witness to this scene, 

when lillian (haney was at (unberland Gap, tre Union men were 
surrounded oy Rebels for three days and nights, The Union men attempted 
to escape. They started out in a Line, and the Rebels Let them get a 
considerable distance jrom thein Jolt befone the Rebels opened fine, 

A Union onden uxrs pla issued for every man Lo take care of himself. 
Chaney found that of all the gules that had been hitched in the anea, 
all of them had been seized by the drops but one. He mounted this 
Last mule and started for home, as his home was not too far prom the 
place uhenre this incident took place, He stopped at tre home of a 
man who was his personal friend but who was also knoun to be a Rebel 
sympathizer, Chaney got the friend out of bed in the night and told 
him he was hungry, fis friend said, "Bill, you can't stay here, The 
Rebels ane canped a quarter of a mile from here," (Chaney nrenarked, 
"Jt makes no diffencnce, J'ia hungary!" So his Rebel friend furnished 
him some jood and sent hin on his WA}, 

(Chaney, after many other anazing and amusing episodes, was 
discharged from service at Knoxville, Tennessee, on September 71, 

1565. 

Willian Chaney cane to Belle Rive in 1871, before the nails 
were Laid in the village, though AOMe of the track re the new railroad 
had been Laid in other places. He engaged in the mercantile business 
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YY fon about eighteen years, The present (haney's stone in Belle Rive 
44 on an adjoining lod of the atone ouned by idilliam (haney, He 
dater began fanning and Livestock aaising exclusively, 

william (haney often told 0; driving hogs to the S4, Louis 
market, crodsing the naiver on the ice, There were as yet no stockyards 
at fast St, Louis, Un one occasion he dwve a bunch of: turkeys to St, 
Louis, presunably crossing the river by boat, Before he had the atone 
at Sparing Garden, (haney once drove a herd of cattle from fast Tennessee 
to (enrtraal JLlinois, 

The lilethodist (hurch in Belle Rive is Located on Land that was 
owned by Willian Chaney, This church was oaganized in 1684, 

Jt is reported that wiriskey could be bought from William (haney's 
atone for one dollar per gallon, filanu families would buy a gallon on ~ 
mone for medical use, as this was a common practice in the area, 

(haney nepoated people from the northeast part of the county 
would come twenty miles, hauling hoop-poles to make barrels and ties 
that were sold to the L & N Railwad, 

~~ ite reported that in his early days in the vicinity deen were 
in abundance, and that there was an Indian camp located a short distance 
north of Belle Rive, Jt is not krwun uhat tribe of Indians they were, 
and the dates of :thein camping there is not knoun, 

William (haney died on August 20, 7920, and is buried at Fling 
Cemetery appnoximately a mile noath of Belle Rive, 


BELLE RIVE IWETHODIST CHURCH 

On April 27, 1884, Willian S$, (haney and his wife Iilery fi, 
(heney conveyed Lots Six and Seven in Block Thinty-One in the Village 
of Belle Rive to Josephus Guthrie, Jesse Laind, Richard Y, Caton, 
Zadok (, tlaulding and Thomas A, Sohnrson, Taustees of the Belle Rive 
Methodist (hurch and thein successons in office fon the use and benefit 
of the church, "In trust that said parenises shall be used, Rept, main- 
tained and deposed of as a place of: divine worship fon the use of the 
ministry of the liethodist ¢piscopel (hurch in the United States of 
Anenrica; dub ject to the discipline, usage and ministerial appoinimen£s 
of said church as from time to time authonized and declared by the 
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General (onference of said church, and the Annual (onference within 
whose bounds the said premises are situated, ” | 

Acconding to Bonnie Nell Smith, the onganization of the 
church was in 7885. Samuel 7, Laind hauled Lumber to be used in 
construction of the buildings Rev. Jesse Laind, father of Samuel /, 
Laind, had nequested that his funenal be held in the new church 
building, The building was almost completed when he died, but was 
not yet equipped with seats. Temporary seats were arranged fon and 
the funenal held as requested. Samuel 7, Laind uas Licensed by 
the Iilethodist (hurch as a minister, 

Following is an undated Letter unitten a few years ago by 
Nellie Wall Weaver: 

“The Belle Rive flethodist church originally a mile south of 
toun at New Hope cemetary, in a Log burlding, lily grandfather, 


ieee Goodner & his family were members there, “The zoun of 
elle Rive was started & the congregation moved into town, Ne 


mother Laura Goodner Wall & aunt flanu Allen were Last two 
members of that congregation, Dk mother passed away in eg 
7939 & Aunt flany two on three years daten. (EDITOR'S NOE: 

in 71945 /hey met with the christian people fon a tine 
& in the Masonic Hall some time & decided to build, About the 
first J remember was watching from my oe the men working on 


braced when a windastonam blew then over & they had 240 be naised 
uilding was inclosed when Uncle Jessie Laind died, 


oO 
The pinst pastor J nenembenr was Willian Browder, aie used 


& yY nais e moneuw & got the seats are in use 
today. When they godt neady to dedicate it Rev. J. Bb. /hompson. 
DD, of Salen, Fe preached _the dedication sermon Sep, 6, 
7895, 4, i: Hunter, P. (. That was a time o eat rejoiceing, 
There had been plenty of hardships & a lot of sacnaficeing 

te battle was won, The church services 


but with Gods help 

hac Lange attendance & the Sunday school was | (Lasse 

were so croutel there wasn'£ any noom Lefd, A how we did 

look fonwand 40 Sunday, As J nemembenr the trustees at that 

dime were lom Johnson, Larkin Boswell, Rk. G, Wall, Joe Guthrie . 

and Doug Holland" 

flany of the recoads of the cuurch statistics are lost on nod 

avatlable, especially those records during the time this church and 
the Opdyke Church were one change. 
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= The necond of ministers serving the church is incomplete in 

that dates are not evailable, and they are not arranged in chrwno- 
logical onder, They are: A. (. Snell, J, K. Hunte, J, w. Bain, 
Lewin eamimeem mith, Ga Groves, FWAr bells Suitadoon, tér-F. 
Hicks; J. A. tlantin, Newman Phillips, S, O, Sheridan, H. ti Wills, 
R, H. Phollips, WW. € Baouning, N. D. lezen, 5S. F, (dankson, A. 0, 
Dewhinst; Rev, Acheson, F, J, Glotfelty, H. til, Fishy (, R Barnede, 
je A. Kennison, R. W. Linden, ( 2. Wise, We. & Shaffer, H, Hutch- 
craft, J. A. Taylon, Vingil filler, Bill Swyean, Rev, Stony, O. R, 
Buess, W. J, Fagan, Rudolph Barnett, Russell Oden, Ronnie Bogart. 

Sunday School superintendents include: (, L. McKnight, 
lina, floe Guthrie, D, (, Holland, J, D, Hanpton, R, B, Karnes, fins, 
Della Bloodworth Brown, Henry Wall, Faank harlow, and fina, €arl 
Bechtel, 

flany achool activities in the past were held in this church 
building, among them many graduation exercises and baccalaureate 


denvices, 


JOE BOYLE REPORTING 

Robert B, Karn was boan June 4, 71877, in lloones Paainie 
Tounship, Jefferson (County, JLliwis, His father was &dmond Karn 
and his mother was the former Aninda Lewis, 

He was married on Vecember 27, 1598, 40 likae Boyle. He and 
lina, Kaan Lived 20 celebrate zthein sixtieth wedding anniversary 
in 1958, 

fh. Kann was a fasten fleson fon forty-eight years and a 
Thinty-Second Degnee hiason, He also seaved faithfully as an elder 
in the church, 

By occupation he was first a farmen, keeping ponies when 
he Lived on the farm 

He also was a feed dealer, and operated the honse and mule 
barn with his brother-in-law, Joe P, Boyle, near the tun of the 
century and fon sevenal years after. 

Az the time of his death, he was a member of the Tyler 
Place Paesbytenian (hunch of St, Louis, 
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MKERGA RICHARDSON HORTON REPORTING 

James Richardson, boan in 1856, was married to Ellen 
Wilkerson, . 

By occupation he was a farmer, and was a deacon of the 
iiissionany Baptist (hurch of Belle Rive, Jllinis, He helped haul 
Logs and build the old Loa Baptist (Crunch of Belle Rive, and Later 
in 1888 he helped build on to the church, part of which stands 
now, 

th, Richardson's spare time was spent in helping others, 

He would cut stove wood and haul and give it & the widow women and 
needy in his community. sins. Horton states she went with him many 
a time to take chickens to toun to help get money to pay the 
preacher, who never had more than a amall salary those days, 

James Richardson was resident around Belle Rive most of 
his Life and aaised a Lange family of eleven children. He made a 
practice of taking all of his children to cunch, and as children 
will, they would during the night services lie doun in the seat and 
go to sleep, 

One night something happened to cure the sleeping in church, 
lh, Richardson often told this atony in Later years, As usual, 
one of the boys had gone Lo sleep in the back of the church, There 
were so many in the family that it was easy tv lose count, On 
this particular night they weresdriving doun the noad by the Flint 
Cemetery and all at once they heard a terrible sobbing noise coming 
down the noad behind them! Az finst they could not imayine what it 
wad, but soon they realized it was the boy uho had been asleep in 
the church, He had awakened in the dank church, baoken out the 
window and was running doun the nvad zo try to catch up with the 
WAGON. 

james Richardson's home was always open to his friends and 
neighbors, His wife would stay home and pacpare something to eat 
fon the family when they returned home, because there would nearly 
always be a few preachers coming home with the family. 

lin, Richaadson died in 7921, and Ellen Wilkerson Richardson 
survived him a number of years, Living until 1948, 


\ 
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ROBERT L, ALLEN 

Robot weALlen wos boar January 20, 1870, in tloones Pnaini 
ip ounship near Sugar Camp (hunch in Jefferson County, Illinois, He 
was married to Elizabeth Leunned, wanda ANT st dik hen boan the 
following children: Gaace, boan September 2, 7892, who married 
itlian F, Robertson; Nina Gladius, boan Ictober 7, 17894, uho 
married ince Lancaster; an infant daughter, boan dead on F ebauany 
11, 1896; Ruth, born August 28, ECE Pe ee: james Campbell, 
Robert Don, boan flench, 2, 1900, who married ilancina Sikonshi; 

Frank L,, born Panuante20, 1907 suholmannted Daisy Bamnen; Bessie, 
born july 30, 1905, who married Arthur Burke, and who died an fanch, 
6, 7952; Gertrude, born flag 12, 1908; who mannried Raymond Pace, 
Charles B,, boan August 17, 7910, who menried Gladys leone; Dorothy, 
bonn August 25, 1972, who married George éngelmann, 

In early Life fh. Allen taught school in rural Jepferson 
County, Jllinsis, and did farm woak, He has seaved in public office 
asa school dinecton and as (Aerk of lhoones Paainie lounship, He 

/ has sewed as Ekdenr and formerly as Deacon with the (Aristian (hurch 
of Belle Rive, fa: Allen has been a member of the (hristian 
Church since 1889, He has also served with the flodenrn Woodmen of 
Mmenica and has been a,fiiason for oven hel? a century, 

/ th, Allen cinculated petitions to have a mail noute established 
and this was appnoved by the postal authorities in the nation's 
capital, He then passed the postal examination and was assigned 

the position of aural carrier operating out of Belle Rive, He: 

held this position from 1904 until his aetinemené in 7934, This 
route went thaough the vicinity uhene he was boan and neared. flo 
aeaved under four postmasienrs, 

Hep and hina Allon one Living at present at the pdace where 
they were married, They were married at the home of Ina, Allen's 
father by Revenend Eduand Price, who was-miniaten of the local * 
(Aristian Church at the time of thein marriage. 7 

fh, Allen at one £ime during his career of aural carrier 
ouned a dog named "im" who would follow hin in his horse daaun - 


vehicle around the mail noute, a distance of twenty-five miles, One 
cao E, BREHM MEMORIAL 
ofes: LIBRARY DISTRICT 
GENEALOGY DEPT. 
MT. VERNON, IL 62364-4187 
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Sunday fim made the navute alone. he patrons were astonished -at 
dim, all alone, znavelling the route, but of course he could not read 
the calendar. 

Once one of Allen's patrons on the noute wanted to send a 
baby to a aelative of theins that Lived further out on his noute, 
The dady asked what would be the cost of postage to send the 
youngster, Ih, siLlen infonued hea that there would be no change, 
and took the baby along to the relative. : 

Ih, rlllen has voted in severteen presidential elections, 

January 20th is an important date with the Robert Allen 
fanily--it ia lh. Allen '5 binthday, the binthday of his son Frank, 
and the birthday of one of his great grandchiidren, Jt is also the 
date that the President of the United States is swonn into office. 

ih. Allen has in his possession a suord that was carried by 
his father, Captain George ty, Allen of the Fonty-Founth JLlinois 
Volunteer Infantry, during the (ivil Idan. The scabband of the 
sword shows some dents that were caused by some Lead balls Jk ib 
neponted that he wuld have been wounded in the leg iff the Lead 
balls hud not hit the scabbarl of the sword, George Allen came 
from Allen (ounti, Kentucky, and was boan in 1838. “In 1866, he 
was married to Belle Kniftfen, who was boan in 7840, 


(LAUDGE RIGHARISON REPORTING — + 
Nancy Ann Rawls was born ay 26, 1857, in Hamilton (ounty, 
JLlinois, On Septenben 2, 1880, she was married to Rev. & Pa 
Richardson, who was a Silissionary Baptist minister and farmer. They 
in thein Later years belonged to Olive Baanch (hurch near Wayne 
(ity, Illinois. 
One of her outstanding menonics of her ‘girlhood was that 
of a pet bean the family had, They got it when if was very young, 
and zhe bean certainl y had a will of its Oun, I~ id was in the 
house, no one could get it out except Nancy's father, Jt Loved zo 
get in the middle of the bed, One night wiile her father was out | 
hunting, the bear was detewmined to gain entrance into the house. 


Since the doors and windows were closed against him the bear 


/ 
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climbed to the housetop and was planning zo come down the chimrey, 
The family, wa determined to reep the bear out a4 he was to get in, 
finally h it upon a solution. The fanily used the old fashioned 
staaw bed (as many of us can nemember); and some of the children 
carried straw to the fireplace, maring so much smoke that the 

bear decided there were other tines to do than £20 descend the 
fireplace to get into the house, 


J. 7. LEMPKE REPORTING 

_ Jorn (Cochrane was boan in Jennessee in 1797, then he Left. 
Tennessee and started to Jllinvis, he stopped at Shauneetourt’ and 
worked for some Lime on riven barges, He arrived in the Belle Rive 
anea about 1818, His wife's maiden name was Tunnance Robinson, 

fl, Cochrane's occupation uas principally that of fanning, 
and he homeasteaded some Land from the Government, one hundred sixty 
acres in the SE Elmo School District. His church affiliation was 
that of Primitive Baptist, and he belonged to the Hungry Hill (hurch 
nean Bonnie, Illinois. He served his country as a soldier during 
the Civil Wen. . 

While a ydung man, he hauled merchandise from Shauneetoun 
to Lynchburg, serving several stones along the noute. He also 
hauled menchandise from Shauneetoun to the Wilbanis Stand. He had 
zo drive through winding patfs in the timber, as there were no 
public roads, 

He told his children in Later years how they used to trap 
wild turkeys, They would build a pen and dig a trench into it, 
baiting it with coan, When the turkeys went into the drench to get 
the conan, they wuld be caught. They would nevea think to Look at 
the opening, but wuld go round aud round inside the pen Looking 
upward, The pen could be stopped up at the opening, and the trapper 
could easily catch his prey this way. 

lh, (Cochrane was a crack markeman with a muzzle Loaling 
rifle, His chief hobby was hunting, as he was a stundy pionecr, 

He was a lifelong Democrat, insofar as ris politics were con- 
nner . ; 
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Mh, Cochrane, when he passed away, was buried on the fann 
where he Lived, This became a small conmunity cemetery, He died 
in 7899, 


LENA SHITH AWD RS. ED PAGE REPORTING 

The imnignané ancesturs of Theophilus (ook settled in Vin- 
ginia (olony in the early years of its settlement, The exact date 
of arrival is not known, but court records show that Willian (ook, 
great grandfather of Theophilus, bought eight hundred acres of Land 
in what is now Southhampton County, Virginia, in 1667, After a 
time, about 7770, the family moved to what becane Fainfield (ounty, 
South Carolina, where Theophilus was boan on Febauary 22, 1788, 

After the Revolutionary ian (in which his father, John, served 
in the Second Regiment, South Carolina Infantry), members of the 
Cook, (Caldwell end other families moved to pe where The- 
ophilus (ook married on October 24, 1811, His bride was the former 
Elizabeth Caldwell, who had been bonan in eee (County, South 
CarwlLina, 

Theophilus served in the idan of 1872 under Genenal Jackson, 
and his military neconad shows tuv periods of service in this con- 


PULce 

He served in the company commanded by (aptain George Smith 
in a regiment of mounted volunteers in Genenal (offee's Brigade 
against the (reek Indians, volunteering in Sumrenr (ourty, Tennessee, 
in. either September oa October 1813, The reason the dates are in- 
definite is that the necoad was made fron memony alnost forty years 
after the actual periods of ea as the War Department did not 
keep service records as th Ler did in Later periods, and thenefone 
the Theophilus (ook necond was made bu affidavits made.out by him- 
aelf and by men who knew him He was honoachly discharged from 
this Reece of service at Ditto's Landing on the Tennessee River 
about the Last of December, 187}. 

Theophilus Cook also seaved in the company commanded by 
Captain Robert liloone in the Finsk Regiment of Ilounted Volunteers 
commanded by (olonel Thomas Williamson, He volunteered in Sumer 
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(County, Tennessee, in September, 1374 and was hononably discharged 
at Nashville, Tennessee about flay 1, 7575, 

Theophilus (00k was already a father at the time of his 
denvice fon his countnay, as Sarah had been boan to the family on 
july 20, 1812 and Fenriba, another daughter, was boan on January 350, 
76014, On Febauany 7, 1876, he became the father of his finsd son, 
Josiah Brown (ook, 

In the winter of 1816-1817, the fonily moved to Jef"erson 
County, Illinois, settling in Iieones Paainie Tounship near where 
Belle Point School house now stands, | 

Following is a complete List of the children of Theophilus 
and Elizabeth (Caldwell) (ook: Sanah, born July 28, 7812, who 
married ohn Jenkins; Feriba, boan January 50, 1874, who married 
Willis B, Holden; Josiah Broun, boan Febauary 7, 1876, who died 
Febauany 17, 71845; hilary, boan June 1, 1877, who married John A, 
(elvent; Robert Penny, boan January 31, 71879, who first married 
Harriett J, florgan and Later married Sarah Stuaman; Daniel D,, 
boan October 717, 1820, who married Nancy Parent; Johnithan S., 
born Febauany 12, 1822, who married Susan Blake; Matilda, born 
April 3, 1824, who married Richard Kinison on July 1, 7847 the 
dived in Kentucky until he was fifteen yearns old; then he came zo 
Illinois and Lived in the vicinity of Belle Rive the nest of his 
— dife. He fanned fon a Living and was a great hunter. They raised 
thein family on a farm southeast of Belle Rive, and wane the great 
grandparents of Ina, Ed Page); Villian (,, boan October 3, 1825, who 
died December 2, 1547; ftvina, boan August 76, 1827, who died 
Febnuany 17, 1845 (the same day that henr-bnothen Josiah died). 

‘and hlanganret ee boan Apri 21, 1830, who married Thomas Shipley. 

Theophilus and Elizabeth (ovk had tuo sons who died in the ., 
hlexican War, but the neconl does not indicate which tuo they were 

Theophilus (ook was a Lay preacher (Methodist exhontenr), and 
was highly nespected by all who knew hin, 

He died on Sune 15, 1858, The (voks are buried in lew Hope 
Cemetery, a short distance south 0} Belle Rive, JLlinois, 
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Among the descendents of Theophilus and Elizabeth (ook are 
an! have been a number of professional people and people o}! some 
local paominence, including Rev. (00k Kinison and F alenal ‘Judge 
Robert Holder. Ilany L. (Kinison) Onrick Lived noath of Fainplay 
School for years, and F, hi Kinison Lived southeast of Fainplay 
all of his lige, Lucretia €, (Kinison) Glenn Lived the jirst 
house east of Fainplay. flaru othens have Lived in the area, 


BELLE RIVE FREE WILL &; (PTIST CHURCH 

This church was ongartt zed in the odd filissionary Baptist 
church building, Having built a new church, they sold the old 
building to Rev, Leo Walton, who held services in it foar two on 
three years, During. the time he was holding services, it was knoun 
as the “Community (hunch. ss 

In April 71959, Rev. Walton sold the building to Rev, Anthur 
Kean 40 onganize a Free Will Baptist (Aurch, With nineteen charter 
members, Rev. lilelvin Oathout, Rev. Aathur Kern and Bao, Joe Bare- 
field oaganized this church , the first of its faith to be in Belle 
Rive. The Linst traustees were Bro. Joe Banrefield, Everett ritchison 
and Zygmant Kawinski, Two new deacons were ondained, Farl Bullock 
and liloanis Jones, ffoe Banefield was already a deacon of Like faith, 
lilodine Kean was the finst clerk, El. Jouie Hanna was the finst 
pasion, Sherry Faances Scott, flaughter of llelyin and Frances 
Scott, was the first baby to be boan to a family belonging to this 
church. 

Bro. Joe Barefield has been called home by God. The church 
misses him but knows he has gone to a better place, 

-- libdine Kean 


THE WILBAVKS STAND 

The Wilbanks Stand was a country store Located in Iioones 
Paainie Tounship and operated by Quincy A, Wilbanks. The stone was 
established in 1848, 

quincy Wilbanks was neared a shont distance from where he 
located his stone, Quincy's father was a native of South Carolina, 


B-15 


but later in Life moved to S#, (lain (ounty, Jllinvis, After 
diving in Jllinois fon some time, he decided to neturn to his native 
diate, whene he nenained until his death. The dates of his coming 
to the Paainie State and of his returning to South (awlina are not 
available, noa dd we know the date of his death, 
quincy Wilbanks did not neturn to South (arolina with his - 
father, but remained in Jllinois and made his home for a number of 
years with his brother Daniel, aniel Wilbanks was one of the 
founders of Sugar (amp Baptist (hurch, uhich is located about a 
mile trom where the Wilbanls Stand was Located. 

Quincy Wilbanks served in the armed fonces during the filexican 
War, We do not have available the dates of his entry on discharge 
from sewice, non do we have his nank on the name of the ongant— 
gation with which he served, 

Sometime after Quincy Wilbanks had reached manhood, as stated 
above, he decided to enter the mercantile business, At the time 
he began his business careen there were no railroads in his part 
of the country, As fan as we have been able to Leann, his closesz 
competitors were at Spning Garden a few miles to the west and at 
Lovilla, a thriving village several miles to the east of the Wilbanks 
Stand and located in the west edge of Hamilton (ounty, 

Aa the Wilbanks Stand was the only place fon Local marketing 
for sevenal miles in each dinection, Lt was only natural that he 
built a business of rather Lange volume, Like moat other stones 
of that ena, his stone sold moat of the itens that wene used in 
everyday Life in nunal communities, Jz£ is nepoated that Quincy 
Wilbanks sold the finst finewnks that were ever sold in that area, 
As horses were not accustomed to hearing firecrackers and other 
fireworks shot around them, it was advisable to keep the aninals 
tied out in the woods quite a distance from the stone fon fear of 
their becoming panicked, On one occasion a man refused to Listen £0 
the advice about tying his horse some distance from the stone, and 
gome one shot some finewnkrs close to this man's hoarse, The horse 
was 4o frightened that it jumped in its own wagon and refused fon 
guite some time to come down, Imagine the difficulty of getting a 
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terrified honse back zo the ground and ready to go home. 

Me have been infonned Liat a post office was located at the 
Wilbanks Stand and was officially named "“iloones Paainie, JLlinois," 
This was before (Congress enacted the Legislation that paovided for 
the nunal jnree delivery system, and people for several miles around 
came 49 the Stand £0 get their mail, 

rl fraternal oaganization was foamed at this place and held 
meetings for a number of years. we are wrabLe to detennine what 
frateanity this was. After the (Civil War had come to an end, the 
men who were Living in the vicinity uho had seaved in the Union 
/lamy onganizec a post of tre "Grand Anny of the Republic” and held 
aegulcr post meetings at the Wilbanks Stand for a number of years. 
Thein meetings were held in the hall that was used by the docal 


Lodge, 

There were countless acres of vingin tinben in the vicinity 
where Quincy Wilbanks operated ris store, and this timber paovided 
a haven fon furbearing animals, The men hunted these animals for 
duo on three neasons--it was great sport, the meat was good, to eat, 
_ and the sale of the fur paovided tren with some additional income zo 
duppLemenk the other income derived from their fairs. Iz was only 
natural that Wilbanks should. provide a market for the pelts, as 
both he and his customers wuld benefit thereby, 

Quincy Wilbanks also bought eggs and poultry from the locel 
people. The marketing of cream kad no£ come into being at the time 
that he vpenated his country stone on the "Old Goshen Road" and 
therefore his buying of farn products was usually Limited to the 
purchase of poultry, eags and furs, 

We have not been able to Leann the dijfizenent kinds of pelts 
that were marketed at Quincy's stone, but ds opossum, naccoon, 
muskrat and many other kinds vf jurb earning animals were plentiful 
in the area, it only stands to neason that he furnished a market 
for all of them, 

any interesting things happened in the community during tre 
period of about twenty years that Quincy operated his “Wilbanks 
Stand," and if histony could speak audibly it could tell of many 
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exciting happenings in the southeast part of Jefferson County. 

About five years after tie Civil War had been closed, the 
people of Gefierson and surwunling counties Learned that a nail- 
noad was 40 be built from Evansville, Indiana £40 Sz. Louis, plissouri. 
his was uoratenful news to every one and was hailed with much re-~ 
poicing, A Little later, news was neceived that a toun uas to be 
builé a few miles west vf the Jef ferson-Haaclton county dine. Jhis 
new toun was tu take the official name of Belle Rive. 

After Quincy tHilbenks Learned that a toun was to be built 
with racil connections a few miles north of his country stone, he 
decided to move his business to the new toun, 40 he £00 could have © 
the services of the neilwad, Thus enced the existence vf the | 
Yilbanks Stand that operated fon about a scone 07 years in the 
tounship that was named after Andrew lione. However, zthe same 
business continued in the new village of Belle Rive, 


ALDINE CQULIKOT KEP REPORTING | 
| john (Quincy) Boudino£ was boan Apail 27, 1357, in Athens 3 
(County, Ohio. On Augwat ep ‘1856, he was married. to Levina A Linker, 
also of Athens County, Ohio, :.. . | 
While ALLL in thers ‘(ounty, » IER first child, Elonence A, 1 
Boudinod, uxid boan; and shortly aften hea binth, John. and Levina | | 
Boudinot migas the young bab ete thein home an Ohio and onignated 
Lo linoLs, They dettled in i ‘lunes Paaint naintee Tounshép in, the old 
Fain Play School District, Jett enson County, Illinois, The 
abstract of his farm sdated that the greater pant of, the dand was 
purchased dinectly fron the Fedenal Goveannent, Jt was on this 
far that he Apart the nesd vt his Life (with the. exception of his 
penrtod. of Aenvice duning. the ese War) and neared his children. 
A friendship | alno ot dike blood hinship existed between the 
families uw mignated from Ohio to GJekjerson County, Illinois, 
Annong, those settlers wene the following. families besides the 
Boudinots: the Hughes, ae Invins, the Onama, the Woodwonths, and 
, the Manctins, €ven unto the second and third generations the friend- 
ships among, ; these fanilies has flourished, 
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John and Levina Boudinod were the parents of the following 
children; Flonence A,, boan April 12, 1857, who married Willian W, | 
Roberson; (harles Tinkea, boan Febauany 14, 1859, who married Emma | 
Leake; Effie tay, born Febauary 21, 1862, who married (hartles (, | 
Parkes; Austin (O44) Fuller, boan September 70, 1866, who married 
funy Louise Ilecond; and Willian Walter, boan October }, 1870, who 
died in 157}, 

From his home in Moores Paainie Tounsrip, John Quincy Boudi- 
not walked to Salem, Jllinois, to volunteer foa service in the 
Union Aany during tre Civil tar When he refused to let his small 
don, (Aarles, accompany rim to Salen, the child uas 40 frustrated 
that he threw a atone at his father, Join Boudinot seaved three 
years with Company D of the Sixth Regiment of ILLinois (Cavalry | 
Volunteers, and received the nank of Quarteanastern, The cheerful 
and encouraging Letters wich he wunote to his wife and three chil- 
dren during his three years of Auny service in the South are paized 
by his grandchildr ene 

ihn, Boudinot's occupations before and after his service for 
his country was that of farmer and Livestock paoducen, He was a 
memben of the New Hope hlethodist (hurch and also was a member of 
the illasdinic Lodge for fonty years, 

ih, Boudinot died on itlanch 6, 1898, and was Laid to nest 
beside his wife and infant son yin New Hope Cemetery, 

On the home farn, Later, called llaple Hunrsd, his aon "Ot" 
Lived and neared his daughters, Aldine, Glennys and Louise. ih, 
Boudinot's sone, grandsons Boudinot and Pankes, and great grandsons 
Kema have followed in his footsteps in thein love fon animals and 
fun Lijie, 

The paesent day thinteenth generation of Boudinots trace the 
ancestors of the family to Jean (John) and Ilanie Suine Boudinodt 
who Lived and died in France in the middle 1600's, Thein eldest 
aon, Elie (on ~lias) Boutin J, mignated to New York with his 
mothertess childnaen to tuke his place in the New tloald, Three 
generations Later Ua, John Boudinozt (dinec€ anceston of John Quincy 
Boudinoz) was a surgeon in the young American Aany of the Revolution, 
and his Brother Elias WV was a statesman and President of the 
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Continental Congress when Geonge Washington Secame President of the 
linited States. This family has had sons in every war in which the 
United States participated except the Spanish American war ( (harles 
7, Boudinot and Austin "OL", sons of John Q. Boudinoz, were pre- 
paring to enter seavice, but the Spanish American War was over 
befone they could be accepted, They had had considerable arranging 
to mare, inasmuch ds they had buried their fatien on tilarch 6, 1598, ) 
John Boudinot (1791-1891) was a veteran of the tian of 71512, His 
son, John Q. Boudinozt (the principal character of this sketch) 
served fon three years in the (ivil Wari John L. Boudinot {son of 
ee 7, Boudinoz) and Frank Pankes (aon of Effie Nay Boudinot 
Parkes) nepresented the pamily in World tiar J, Willian 7, raw 
an fa., aon of Louise Soudinod Fuller, volunteered jor Nav 
duty during World War JI, and was wounded many L124; Bill Aiea v2) 
youngen brother, Donald Vaughn Fuller J, volunteered fon duty and~ 
was wounded in an Engineer Battalion duning the Korean (Conflict, 

The Last descendant of this branch of the family uho bears 

e family name is William Hillery Boudinot (boan in 1903) of Belle 
Rive, the son of (harles 7, Boudinot, ten genenaiions nemoved from 
John and blanie Suine Boucinot of Faance. 

John Q. Boudinot's descendents today may be found in many 
fields of activity; homemakers, educators, Lawyers, nurses, busi- 
ness men, aailwad officials, neal estate, plant and animal hus. 
bandny and various baanches of: governmend senvice, 


ARS, ALVA L, AVRLOW REPORTING 

James Atwood Allen was buan Febnauary 22, 7877, near West 
Salem Shiloh Tounship, Jefferson (ounty, JLlinoLs, 

He sernved his country during the Civil War from Augusé 6, 
1567 until Sentember 15, 1864, He sewed in the first full com- 
pany to Leave Jeffenson (ounty -- Volunteer (Company J, Forty- 
pourth Jllinois Infantry, John A, Wall, who Later wrote a Jeffer- 
4on (ounty Histony, was his company commanden, 

Games Allen saw much hand seavice during the Civil War. 
His first battle was Pea Ridge, Arkansas, the next was Perryville, 
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Kentucky, then Stone River, fle was cricically wounded at the © 
Battle of (hickamauga, Georgia, urere he lost the use of his night 
aun, Later, he was taken paisonen in the infamous Andersonville 
and Libby (Confederate prisons, being conjined sixty-seven days, 
He was discharged in Atlanta, POE with high honors on oe 
tenber 15, 1264, 

On June 17, 1875, James Allen was married zo Iilany Cli gab hoth 


Sursa, and to this union were boan three children: Inez, ne 
April 8, 1876, who married Harvey B. Iileiilicken; Fleata, 5oan October 
70, 1278, who married (hris Himnelsbach; and lilantha, boan fanch 31, 
7886, uho married Alva L. flantow, 

fh, Allen's principal occupation was that of fanning. He 
senaved as constable and poundmasien of Belle Rive (1893), He served 
as a trustee of the Belle Rive iilethodist (hunch, where his wife hlary 
served in various church groups for mone than seventy-five years, 
He was also active in the GAR and the JOOF, ) 

lin, Allen passed away on Apnil 12, 71977, at the age of 
seventy-eight, 


PAULINE CROSS ROTH REPORTING 

Marshall Huel (r0a4 was boan Febauany 7, 1870, at iiliddle 
(reek, Hamilton County, Jllinois, He was the son of a carpenter 
and farmer, Sohn (alvin (2034 John (n0sa me€ his lilaster while 
building Iiliddle (neek (funch, due to a faulty scaffold that had 
been erected, lt the time of his father's death, filarshall Huel 
(2034 was two years of age and was one of twelve children Left 
orphans, ten of them being boys, 

At an early age lilanshall (2044 showed a rent Liking aa 
books and was an excellent student, After finishing th e anades, 
he prepared hinsel? with academy training 40 be a achoolnasten, 
To be a schoolmaster was a challenge in mone ways than educational, 
jor many of his students wene boys of his our ape and much Langer 
in stature, even thourh he was five feet ten inches tall and 
weighed about 156 pounds, He taught in many schools in Hamilton 
and Jefferson (county, Illinois, including Belle Rive, 
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He met Fannie hlanjonie Sims at a church gathering at Antioch 
(hunch, near blacedonia, Illinois, Their friendship blossomed 20 
dove, and they were marrted in 1895, Jo thein marriage eight 
children were boan, Two sons died in infancy, and two sons and 
four daughters are still Living: flanie of ivashington, D, (2, who 
married (aude (ole; Zola fi, of Jatrlgren, uto married George 
Kiefen; Rhea of Belle Rive uo married Leon (Ted) Shreve; Pauline 
of Itt, Vernon utw married (alvin ii, Roth; Marshall ii, of Belle 
Rive who married Lena Sneed; and Huel of Belle Rive, uho married 
Sue Sneed, 

After his marriage, flarshall Huel (r044 continued to teach 
at Belle Rive School, but his interest was turning to farming, 

About the year 1902 he purchased a farm four miles south and a 
mile east of Celle Rive, where he continued to Live out his Life 
on this earth. j 

While panning, he decided that faunenrs could be divided 
into two broad classes; those who menely tilled the soil and neaped 
the results, and those who followed the scientific knowledge of 
the time. 
His vision into the future inspined him zo go zo the great 
western states about 1903 40 buy a carload of high spirited western 
honses that graced his farm with offspring for his remaining years, 
[his sane progressive Apinityinspined him zo put the much talked- 
about Limestone on his avil, the. first man in the county to make 
this test fon greaten production 

He was always interested in politics, in which he always 
participated, He believed in the brotherhood one.neceives from 
organizations, and belonged to the Iilasons, blodern Woodmen, foose 
and others, . 

The nvads and highways of the country were of great interest 
to him, and he helped maintain and build noads and bridges to main- 
tain the Links in the chain of transportation, He ouned one of 
the jinst cars in the zounship, 

le was co-ounen in a telephone aystem that serviced the 


community, He served many years on the Board of Education of his 
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local district, and was always striving for bigyenr and better 
dchoods with better qualified teachers, He believed in the cul- 
tural ententainnent of the area, and acted as master of ceremonies 
at special Lectures at Richardson Hill, Sugar (amp and other places, 
as well cs helping in tie Red (2043 Campaign in World War J, 

He taught his children never t0 say, “g can'£é" but always 
to say, "I'LL try." fle tauzht them t0 appreciate binds in flight, 
the stars at night, the new plowed ground, thie golden harvest, He 
gave then books to anead, love of freedom of fhought, to appaeciate 
work and its reward, and to make new friends until the day of 
death, 

He passed from this dife on fay 27, 7146, 


BONNIE NELL SWTH and GLADYS BAKER REPORTING: 

Jesse Laind moved to the Belle Rive viicurtity with his 
parents from Nonth Carolina when he was guiii2 young. He was bean 
April 7, 1825, in litacon (ounty, North (aro-\ina, the son of David 
Laind, a native of Virginia, aud the former flizabeth Tumbleson, a 
native of Month (anolina, He wad one of ter childnen, 

He went to school only about thaee menths, 40 the old- 
fashioned subacription school, and this endea his foanal schooling, 
However, he was by no means an ignonant man, as proved by his later 
duccess in Lisle, He worked on his father's tarn until he neacked 
his majority, then he started buying hogs ant driving then to Sz, 
Louis 40 sell them. 

On one trip while driving some hogs to the St, Louis market 
he met a young Lady, 2 complete stranger to Atm, and remarked, 
"There is my wife, even if J never get RRO The girl's name was 
blirtha Goodnenr, who had been boan November 18, 1828, néanr Belle- 
ville, Jllinois, She was living at Binknen, Jllinvis, at the 
dime she met young Fesse Laind, She married him on June 18, 1856, 


Hiantha and Jesse Laind became the parents of six children: an 


infant daughter utw died almost immediately; (sare L,, boan on 


Febauany 23, 1859, who married Dell Guthrie; Samuel 7., boan July Pld 


1567; Sarah A, who married H, A, Shields; Flona B., boan july 23, 
1666; and (ona &, boan Febnuany 9, 71568, 
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th, Laind got ch insight in the stock business, devoted his 
attention to it, and amassed quite a fortune in it, He ucs the 
most successful stockman in Jefferson (oundty in his day, and ouned 
280 acres of good Land, ‘He uas a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Belle Rive, and sewed it as a Local preacher fon a period 
of time, He at one time operated a hotel and Livery stable in the 
village, and was one of its moat nespected citizens, 


GLAS BAKER REPORTING 
Charles A, Baker was born August 19, 1853, in Bennington, 
Illinois, son of William H, Baker, a native of Boston, Ohio, and a 
meachant, He was one of five childran. 
in, Baken was educated in Olney, JLlinois, where he also 
clerked in a grocery stone for three years, In 1872 he went to by 
hladitonville, Ohio, uhere he Leanned telegnaphy, H 
He secured a position on the Louisville & Nashville Railwad, 
working at Dahlgren, New flemphis, and Later at Belle Rive, Az if 
Belle Rive he sewed in the capacity as station agent fon many 
cae filling the office with tact and ability, : i" 
He was an active fllason and Good Templar, In eno he i 
wad identified with the Republican Party. In the spring of 1583, ; f 
he was eee a member of ae Boand of Taustees of Belle Rive, ih 


L, 32. DAVENPORT was born November 74, 1858, in Indiana, He 
was one of seven children, He went to school mostly in Jefferson 
County, Jllinois, In eaets Life he farmed, and then Learned the 
blacksmith trade, which he followed for twenty-five years, 

th, Davenport was married twice, His first wife’ was thes 
foamen tary (, Estes, and zo enw were bonn the following children: 
flinnie, born January 11, 1853; Nellie T,, boan Jecemben 16, 1866; 
llany fi, boan June 8, 1869; Josie a ‘ee November 2, 1870; Lydia 
C., boan September 29, 187}, He was married to the fonmen Louisa J, | 
Bunnell on Decenber 24, 1874, They were the parents of: Jessie, | 
who Lived only a short time; Otis, boan December 26, 1578; Evaline, | 
boan March 17, 1867; and Flonence and Bessie, 
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In 1882, th. Davenport formed a partnership with billiam 
Hunter, and they engaged altogether in the selling oj; Lumber and 
faun implements in the village of Belle Rive. 

th, Davenport was a tlason, and in politics was a Republican, 


STWVGY FL GRIMES was born January 26, 18538, in Gibson County, 
Indiana, one of eleven children, He was educated in different 
courties in Illinois ard Indiana. He fanned in early Life, worked 
at the printer's trade one year, then studied medicine three years. 

On September 15, 1861, the Gaines enlisted as a private in 
the Fonty-eighth Illinois Voluntary Infantry, Company J. He was 
Later commissioned as a second Lieutenant, ard after the Battle of 
Shiloh was promoted to first Lieutenant; he was wounded, and after 
his recovery was promoted to Captain of (Company A, serving in that 
capacity until after the battle of Ft, McAllister, where he was 
wounded a second time, He participated in many thrilling scenes 
and famous battles, among then these of Fort Donelson, Shiloh, 
Vicksburg, Jackson, lliasiaaippi, and filiesion Riage, He was with 
General Sherman on his vorld-faned “Ilarch £40 the Sea” and partici- 
pated in the battles whick occurred in t#hat march and after reaching 
the coast, Finally, he wes honorably discharged at Savannah, Georgia, 
and returned Acme, 

th, Grimes went into merchandising after the wary first 
keeping a genenal stone in Piatt, (County, Jllinois In 1866 he moved 
to Spaina. Gorden, Illinois, and kept a stone there until the spring 
of 1573, when he moved to Belle Rive, 

ih, Gaines married the joamenr Laura A, Hoskinson, who was 
boan on January 26, 187, in lit, Cannel, Jllinoin To zthis union 
were boan the following daughters; Florence b,, boan November 2, 
1864; flinnie (hy boan December 2, 1867; and Lona A, boan January 26, 
1873. 

Steven F, Grimes was the grandson of Steven Grimes, a 
aoldiva in the Revolutionary ilar, the Flonida Wan and the Black 
Hawk War, The finsd Steven Gaimes was a famous Indian fighter, and 
was scalped and tomahawhed; however, he survived, though he Lost 
his evesignt, He Lived to a aipe old age and died near filcLeansbons, 
ILLinois, | 
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MYRTLE LEARNED REPORTING 

Another true stony of a man's agony during the Civil War is 
that of Hinan (Hyde) Fisher Fisher, wio Lived a short distance 
from Sugar (Camp (hurch, was the father of several small children, 
and his wife was on her deathbed suffering with what was knoun at 
that time as "Lingering consumation,"” Because of his family Obdi— 
gations, Fisher did not enlist in the Federal Anmy as did some of 
his mone foatunaie neighbors 

Some of the hil Be mem) ers of the community spoke 
critically of his not enlisting in the army, and threatened that 
after his wife died they would see to it that “Hyde” Fisher went 
into the Aamuy. 

Fisher's wife passed away while the harried father was being 
40 persecuted, and Fisher was detennined to attend his wife's 
funeral, At the funenal, Fisher carried a rifle fon pnotection 
against his false neighbors; and seeing that he had the weapon, no 


a 


one appeared zo “get him,” Aa soon as he could make arrangements 
7 fon the cane of his amall children, Fisher enlisted in the anny, 
which he senved hononably and well, 


BELLE RIVE got its name from Angus De Belle Rive, a Frenchman, Jz ia 
i4 neponted that-in the early days of the village there were tw- i 
dtony buildings on either sitle of the main street that nuns north 

and south, The buildings ore said to have been extended from a 

point some distance nonth of the L & N Railwad to as fan south as 

the (Anistian (hurch, a distance of several blocks, A mill was in 

openction prion to the dunn of the century, Jhe name of the operator 

is not now nemembened, but this enterprise was presumably engaged 

in the business of making conn meal as that product was in con- 

didenrable demand during that period. It was the custom of many 

mills of this type to do custom grinding also of feeds fon farmers 

a4 well as the grinding of the corn meal, 
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THE SLAYING OF PATRICK ROSS 


An incident occurred at the Wilbanks Stand during the (ivil 
Yar that caused considenable alarm and discussion in that community, 
IJ&£ was a tragedy thet was Long nemembened in that part of Jefferson 
County, 

A family by the name of Kenner (some au "Kinnen" but fon 
simplicity we shell spell it "Kenner" because no one now neally i 
sure), ulo were natives of the state of /ennessee, had moved to a 
Location in tbhone's Paainie Tounship 40 get away from the war zone, 
Some neponts are to the effect that they docated on a farm a shont 
distance south of the stone that Quincy Wilbarrs was operating, but 


it has not been found! on official reconds uhenre the farm was Located, 


Others have reported (these neponts were given from memony and not 
from unitten neconds of any hind) that the home of the Kenner family 
was one va two miles nonth of, the Jefferson-Franklin county Line, 

It is not known whether the fanily was Living on « nented farm oa 
whether they ouned the place. One report is given that th, and fins, 
Kennen and thein youngest son, Gale, are the ones that came from 
the southean state, and that two older boys of the fanily were 
serving in tre (onfedenate Aamy. 

The opinions of those that have been interviewed on this 
matter are to the efiect that te monbers of the Kenner family who 
had moved to GLllinois were not showing partiality toward either the 
Honthean on the Southern cause, As they were from a (Confederate 
dtate, some people considered then as Seing in sympathy with the 
Confederacy. Jt has been negoated that they were fon the moat pant 
noncommital on the Aub ject, 

Patrick Ross, whose home was within a "stone's throw" from 
the Wilbanks Stand, was a member of K (Company, Fontg-Ninth JLlinois 
Infantry during the Civil War IJ was during the month of Apail, 
1864, that Ross was home on furlough from the Union Army. Several 
people ulw have given a version of the incident have all agreed that 


Ross Lost his life at the Wilbanks Stand at the hands of Gale Kenner, 


We have received various reports as to what happened, 
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One nepont is to the effect that Ross and Kennca had been 
feuding for some time about the Northern and Southern causes, and 
instead of settling thein differences, each discussion naturally 
increased thein bitterness, Aten having several arguments at 
different dimes, they met at the atone on the afternoon of April 3, 
1564, and the nesult of this argument was fatal to Patrick Ross, 

This neport states it happened as follows: Roas and sevenal 
of his comades of the Fonty-Winth JLlinois Infantry were on fur- 
Lough at this dime, and several of the veterans who were comades 
of Patrick Ross were visiting him at the time of the tragedy, Ross 
had gone x0 the lililbanks Stand jor some neason and Gale Kenner had 
Planned 40 90 £0 the stone to get some conan meal for the family, 
but decided to wait until late in the afternoon ~oa fear that Ross 
might be there and another feud would follow, Kenner arrived at 
the stone a shont Lime befone dark, only to find that Ross was still 
at the stone, Shontly aften Kenner reached the atone, the feud 
Atanted again, Ros is neponted to have inforned him, We don'# 
allow au Rebels around hene, and. we are going to aun you Rebels 
out of the country," One sarcastic word Led to anothen, then Ross 
knocked Kennen's cap off his head, 


At this poind, Kenner said, "Quit, Pet, on you will get hurt," 


The arguing continued for a few moments, then Kenner took a pistol 
from his pocket and shot Roas One neport is thak the shwoting 
happened in the atone and that Ross fell over a stone counter, 
Another Report i4 that the shooting LOOR place outside the building 
and thet Kennen fined three shots but uhen the body was examined 
only one bullet hole could be found in the body. 

Shortly aften the sdayinn, a young boy by the name of Barbee 
(given name no£ evaileble) uas asked £0 mount a horse and go 20 the 
oss home and notify the buddies of Ross that "Pat" had been killed 
in a "shooting scrape,” As soon as the visitors at the Roas home 
Learned of the tragedy, they Left fon the stone with plans to catch 
the assailant and Lynch him : 

Kenner sensed that he might be the victim of dynching, and 
Left the scene, He went dinectly to his home and ztold his mother 
of the slaying and informed her that he must Leave the country at 
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once. He said he wanted something to eat, ant his mother quickly 
prepared a aandutrich for him 40 eat ubile on his flight. He had 
clined over the fence clove by the howse and was ready to make his 
departine when his mother called, “rvinen' you going to aive me a 
kiss?" He neplied, Yes, J will," came bach 40 kiss her good-bye, 
and imnediately after this started through the woods to some desti- 
nation winown, 

One neport is that he went to the home of a family by the 
name of hellenr who Lived about a nile rom the Kenner home and 
stayed there during the night. Some of the Whellen boys uho were 
near Kennenr's age were believed 40 have assisted Kenner in getting 
away from the comuuuky, The WWhellenr family never admitted that 
they had anus knowledge uf his escape, 

A group of men, including the comrades of Ross, quickly 
formed a posse and mounted some horses and node £0 the Kenner home 
with plans LO “swing him to a tree," After the posse of men aeached 
the Kenner home, they made a very thonough search anound the house 
and barn; but after convincing themselves that he had escaped, they 
netunned to the Wilbanks store and did not inflicé any harm on 
Kennea's parents, 

We have never neceived any report thet any change was filed’ 
with authorities for the anrest of Gale Kenner, ; 

Another neport is that wheh Kenner Left the scene of the 
accident he went dinectly to his:home and told his mother about the 
dtaying aul said that he was teabing at once fon Tennessee, He 
acid thet if he could aet across the Ohio River he would be safe, 
This same source neported that a man wad coming north zthrougnr the 
woods near the Faanklin-Jefferson county Line and saw a man walking, 
but did not know ufo it was, The man that he saw going south soon 
disappaned into the wods, Some believed that the man who was 
headed south was Kenner making his escape, After the War closed, 
the Kenner family is said to have moved back £0 Tennessee, but 
theu never knew uhether on nod Gale made contact with his parents 
again, 
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Another report that this Bureau received concerning the 
escape of Gale Kenner was that he went to Noath Dakota, and some 
years Later some one that had known him earlier in life met Kenner 
and had an extended visit with him Another report stated that he 
was seen some years Laten in the state of Jexas, 

A deed necund that is on file in the Reconden's Office in 
Jefferson (ounty shows that a man by the name of Kenner purchased a 
foun from a th, Bayan in iloone's Paainie Jounship on November 27, 
1865, This transaction oceunnéed several months after the war had 
closed, Jf the Kenner family Lived south of the tlilbanks Stand at 
the Lime of the slaying, the indications are that they dived on a 
nented farm, 

Another nepont has it that some of the men of the Sixtieth 
Illinois Infaniny were home on furlough and were at the stone the 
day that the slaying happened, We have Learned from official 
sources that the Sixtieth Infantry Regiment were being furloughed 
at the time, and some of the personnel of the Sixtieth Regiment 
Lived in the vicinity of the Wilbanks Stand, Jt is the sincere 
opinion of this Bureau that some of the members of the Sixtieth 
Regiment probably were at the atone at the time of the slaying, 

As the neponts of the slaying of Patrick Ross and the 
escape of Gale Kenner vary cunsidenadly, we wuld not attempé to 
day which id accurate, Thetefone, we will let the neaden decide 
for himself, ; 


Bind G. Gaeen was boan Febauary 20, 1885, the son of James 
(Linton and Elizebeth (Howell) Green near Bluford, Jllinvis, He 
grew to manhood on zthe farm, attending Weatherspoon and Black Oak 
Ridge, the aural schools of the communities, He was married to 
(annie ML Russell, daughter of Joseph and Jane (Webber) Russell 
on September 30, 1903, | 

Bind Green. paofessed faith in (hrist and was baptized by 
(alvin Richardson in January, 1906. te soon felt God's call to 
preach His gospel, so in the fall of 7908 he made his first pubLic 
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effort to preach a seamon at Hickory Hill Baptist (hurch near 
Bluford, He continued to paeach as oppoatunity affonded until in 
the fall of 1910 he wos called to paston the Belle Rive Baptist 
(hunch and also lilt, Zion (hunch north of Bluford, The following 
Jawary he was ordained by the Bluford Baptist (rurch. 

The following, fall he and his family, which consisted of 
his wife and four amall children, moved to Ewing to attend school 
to better prepare hinself fon preaching and pastoral work 

By the time he was neady to Leave (wing, the people of Belle 
Rive, wanting him to locate anong them, sent two teams of honses 
and wagons and moved his household goods tv Belle Rive. He then 
Laboned among them, pastoning the church, marrying thein young 
felks, and paeaching the funerals and comforting the sonnrowing 
anong them. tis last four children were boan at Belle Rive, 40 
his family of children was pnactically naised there, rs a citizen 
among, the Belle Rive people, he took intenest in the affains of the 
village and served as street commissionen, village trustee and 
president of the village board sevenal terms as well as school 
dinectoa and also assessed the tounship, Also, when the terrible 
plague of "The Flu" broke out in 1978, many people were sick and 
some died in nearly all the homes in the community, The State of 
Illinois fornbad any public funerals, 10 Elder Green had to stand - 
in the yards of the homes where d&ath had entered to conduct funeral 
ACNVLCEOA, ‘ 

The Ladies Aid was discussing at the Iilethodist (hurch who 
had been the most useful aenavant of thein community, and they de- 
cided that Da: 9, F, Whited and Bro. Gnaeen had been the most 
useful serv zt of the people in that territony, 

Elden Green's senvices were not confined to the village of 
Belle Rive, fora in those days most of, the Baptist churches had only 
fourth-time services; that is, each paston could paston four churches, 
giving one Saturday and Sunday to each church, So he would go 
horseback on in his buggy to Sugar Camp, Jak Grove, Union (south 
of Dahlgren five miles) and to Frisco (hunch ten miles south of 
Belle Rive, As the churches changed pastors often, he would also 
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seave Opdyke, Lebanon, Bluford, Keens and Keenaville, all this 
before cans and hard nvada, Also, he seaved Pleasant Hill Baptist 
Crunch of north of Dabtgnen, driving his horse from belle Rive, The 
people were 4o well acquainted uith his old gray saddle and driving 
honse thee uren they saw Elden Green coming doun through the 
prainie they would come out and ask him who was dead, a4 the phones 
were very scarce and the paper came only once a week, 

Once he was driving home from his appointment zxnom Union 
Church south of Dellgnen and met a ith. Winkler, a mail carrier out 
of Dahlgren, Thein honses were kneedeep in mud and could hardly 
pull the rios, tha. Winkler apoke and said, “Brother Green, which of 
us is the biagest fool, pulling thaough the mud this way?" Elden 
Green jokingly said, "J guess J an, fon you get a lot betten pay 
for youn work than J do." That was only in jest, fon Bind Green 
wis getting great joy and satisfaction in obeying his Lord's will 
and seaving iis people, : < 

hany people ask (Ader Green nowadays how many funenals he 
has preached during his fifty-odd years, tis reply now is, "Be- 
duween two and three thousand, JF have been careless of keeping 
neconds, but J do have two thousand, two hundred and eighty-one 
names down, but mau of then J have failed to got doun, " 

hny of the funenals he preached were those of the war dead | 
of both World Wars. One of the first sent back to Belle Rive from 
World War One was the body of Lieutenant San Gowler, 

The first Jetferson County boy Lost in World War Two was 
furncar Rochm, who grew up in Belle Rive and went to school with 
Bind Green's children, His body was neven found, as he lost his 
dife during the attack ut Pearl Harbor, The Belle Rive community 
tured out in lange numbers to a memorial seavice Elder Green 

conducted at the nequest of Turner Rochm's parents, with only his 
picture ona table in front of the pulpiz, 

Some of Bind Green's first funcraals were preached fon some 
of the fins funerals conducted by the new Iiyers Funeral Home of 
it, Vernon, J& is believed that Elder Green preached more funerals 
in connection with the lilyers Funeral Home than any other one minister, 
Barney lilyens of the funenal service was 40 impressed with the 
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quality and sincerity of his preaching that he nequested before 
he died that Bind Green preach his funeral, Elder Green felt 
humbly prateful that he had this privilege, 

Wren in the 1920's the churches of lt, Vernon, such as Park 
Avenue and Second Baptist, called Elder Green, he and his wife sold 
thein old home in Belle Rive; and fon the last thinty-odd years 
and mone he has Laboned in and around ft. Vernon, besides holding 
nevivals all around the State of Illinois, Wow, he says, “fly 
Latest sun is ainring fast, my nace is nearly nun; my hardest trials 
now are past, my triumph is begun. Oh, come, angel band, come and 
around me stand, Oh, bear me away on your snows wings to my im- 
mortal home, " 


BELLE RIVE BAPTIST (ALR! 

Belle Rive Missionary Baptist (hurch was finsd organized in 
the late 1870's, The finsd church building was a log building 
erected on Lard donated by John A. Flint nonth of the L & N Railwad 
where the old building now stand, 

Ns the church pavspened, the Loy building was toan down and 
a {rane building erected, he frame building was enlanged three 
Limes during the years, 

In 1952 the church dtarted a new brick building on South 
tilain Street under the Leadenshiplof~ Elder Grover (. Donnis, now 
deceased, who deserves much credit for the new building, The new 
building was completed in 7958, and the old church building was 
old to the Free Will Baptist denomination, wo now hold services 
there, 

The church has through the years groun. from a anall beginning 
to the present membership of two hundred fifty. 


MAURICE ESTES REPORT. ING 

Walten P, Estes, knoun as "The Dean of Bankers", was born 
January 15, 1882, in Opdyke, Illinois and has made that comunity 
his home all of his Life. 

Prion zo entering the banking business, he was employed by 
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the L &WN Railwad, until he and other dinectons of the town of 
Opdyke, JLlinois; onganized on October 1, 1910, "The Security Bank 
of Opdyke, JLlinois, ” 

On Jecemben 15, 1972, th. Estes was married to Gladys Bell, 
and to this union was boan one son, fiaurice €& (tes on November 25, 
1917, + lilaurice is married to the fonmen Virginia €chols, 

Walter (stes served as an officer and cashier of! the Security 
Bank a4 Long as it operated in the Opdyke community, and during his 
Long career he was in a position to see the fluctuations of American 
business, He was the kind of banker uho could and did watch the 
economy} and by using his knowledge and skill, he successfully 
operated a banking institution that withstood depressive conditions 
as well as periods when the economy was at an all-time high, re 
the bank with unich tik, Estes was associated Lonyest was Located 
joa the most part in a rural community ana the vocation of agri- 
culture was the chief source of income for most of the bank's busi- 
ness, it was Walter's business to help the farmer paosper. 

When the "Great Depression" of the 1930's stauck the country 
with such great force, many banks across the country were driven 
into insolvency. The financial institution that lin, €stes had the 
nesponsibility of managing felt the blow that struck tie nation; 
but by closely observing the jluctuations of! business and excenr- 
cising great skill in the hondling oj. the bank's affairs, he suc- 
ceeded in keeping his bank’ in a solvent condition during the crisis, 

He went with the Security Bank when it moved to [it Vernon 
after World War Two, but Laten decided to finish his caneen with 
the Finst National Bank of Iilt, Vernon, Fon the past three years he 
has been associated with the Finst Wational Bank of tilt. Vernon as 
Business Representative. This progressive bank saw in him a friend 
of the people and one who could add to thein many fine services zo 
the people they senve. 

At the paesent time he holds the distinction of having had 
mone than a half century of continuous banking business to his 
credit, and is one of the most beloved citizens of Southern JLlinois, 
He is knoun for his unselfish assistance to the paoblems of his 
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fellow men over the years, and many favors were extended by him on 
faith in others, because he enjoyed helping those who were in need 
of such seavice; his taust was very nanrely betrayed, as somehow 
people are better after their contacts with Walter (sted, 

in, €ates has often been heard £0 say, Without my {friends 
it would have been in vain, God bless them all” 
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(RS, ARTHUR COCK REPORTING , 

One of. the early residents that Lived near filcLeansbono went 
40 Ashley on horseback and deft a colt in the barn ak home, He 
dtopped in rlahley that nigit, and the mane got out of -the barn 
during the night and went home, The avad between fleLeansboao and 
Ashley aan south of the village of Lovilla and went near Sugar (amp 
Church and (enetery, The mare, following har instince for her 
colt, took the shontest noute home, Her ounenr and some others 
followed her hoof tracks in the snow, The aoute that she Look was 
fron Ashley to lk, Vernon, then a southeasterly course 40 uhere 
Loweay HiU is Located; from there she went about a hal;-mile north 
og Richardson Hill; from there, she went by what was Later Lovilla, 
and from there she took a straight course to hicleansbono unrere her 
colé was, 71 highway was builé on the path that the mare took fron 
Aalley to bicLeansbono, as her path was nuch shonter than the onigi- 
nal aoad that went farther south, A staze coach operated over this | 
Line, making regular runs Pron ficLeansboro to Ashley and return, 

gohn tialley openated a atone at Lovilla, and when the LEN 
Railwad caused Jarlryren to be builé, he noved his stone to the new | 
toun, Prior to this, merchandise conning to Lovilla had to come by i 
wagon from Shauneetoun on Ashley, 


OSCAR BRAKE REPORTING v 

David Usay operated a hotel and Livery stable in Dahlgren 
jor auite a period of time He was a native of Kentucky, and while 
there ie nad been a tobacco grower and slave ounern, He had some 
urtappy times with the Klu Klux Klan and the night riders during 
the Civil ivan, 

thy Usay saw the first LOW train as it cane through 
Darlgnen, The train crew quite often stopped in Dahlonen and took 
thein meals at Usay's hotel, 

th, Usay Later in Life often told op the first Line the 
"inon honse" came through the new oun of Dahlgren, J was auch 
an unusual thing that the local people would hundly believe thein 
OU eer, One man in the caoud as the train was approaching was 
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ashed wat he thought of it, and he replied, "92 will never stop,” 
After the new train Atoppedy the sane bystander was heard to say, 
"IT£ will never start!" 

line Usay bought a fara from the goverannent at 1,00 per 
acre, Ju deteranine the Length and width Of the estate they used the 
systen of "chain Links, " This was done by usinz a chain of a 
certain lath and Laying Lé on the gaound 40 neach #0 a designated 
tree that wis to seave as a boundary Line, 

Usny recalled that his jinsl threshing 0; gaain on his jaan 
was done by tread mill, sha Usa did her first home Lighting with 
grease Lamps, If coffee was scarce (and it often was), they would 
cook ground wheat and use the Liquid for bevenage. 


FLOREAGE IGLKERSON REPORTING 

Nathan Garrison was boan August 27, 1817, in Kentucky near 
Nlanmoth (aves 

He was married to Sophia Shelton, who was born December 7, 
7822, He and fina, Garrison were married in Kentucky and had one 
child bezone coming to Dablgnens . 

They cane from Kentucky on a honse-draun sled, and settled 
on a far aout tree and a half miles nontheast of Jahlyren, He 
bought his Land fron the Fedenal Government, and it is believed 
that the paice was pijily cents per acre, When he anrived in his 
new location, he had an ax with hing as timber was plentiful, he 
cut traces and hewed then, then built a log house fon his family, 
thy Garrison purchased his meal and flour from Shauneetoun before 
Lovilla had a mill, 

he Garrison wes a merchant already erstablisned in business 
when the -inst train came Lrnvugh Dablonen. 7 disability kept him 
from being in the Qui during the (ivil Jan, Jk is believed that 
he oot his junniture nom Shawneetown to dtock his atone, 

ih, Garrison continued do Live on his yarn while in business, 
and wuld commute bac and jorth, At the time of his death, he 
ouned one complete dection op Land, 
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He owned one of the finat buggies in Dahlgren Tounship, As 
this was such an unusual vehicle, nis neinhbons would watch him 
pass thein rouse with amazement and wish they had one. In Later 
wears, one of his neighbors nelated that a number of people would 
Line up £0 get to watch Nathan Garrison pass their house in that 
wonderful bugey. The envy of his neighbors was beyond words, 

Following are the children of Nathan and Sophia (Shelton) 
Gaurison: Hancy, boan December 1, 1841, who married W. Il, Willian- 
4on and Later married Peyton iilReynolds; Elizabeth, boan Febnuary 7}, 
1644, who married Joseph Jenkins; Edith, boan January 17, 1847, who 
married George Hall; hlary, born November 2, 1548, who married Grundy 
Wilkerson; William, boan December 13, 1850, who mauied Sophia 
Kuykendall, Ellis, boan Iilanch 17, 1852, who married Catherine Sphar, 

lit, Garrison was affiliated with the Pleasant Hil Baptist 
Church, avoatheast of Dahlgren. He combined several occupations: 
that of farmer and furniture dealen; he was the first postmaster 
of Pablgnen, and served as county judge of Hamilton (County prion 
to 1900. 

He passed from this Life on Septenber 5, 7905, and was 
buried in a private cemetery about three miles northeast of Dahlgren. 


ARS, ROLVID (ROSS REPORTING 

Roland Robert (n04, fh, 0., was boan July 27, 1888 at Dahl- 
gren, Jllinois, . 

He was married on Movember 19, 1974, £40 Jsabel Hunter. 

Dn, (2044 senaved in the Govenanment Services fon appaoxi- 
mately six years, in the Department of the Interioa, paion to 
entering rlamy service, 

He seaved his country during World War J, entering service 
in Febnuany, 1978, and being discharged Febdauany 19, 1979, with the 
nank of Finst Lieutenant, til. (, 

ite paacticed medicine in private practice in Southern 
Illinois, in and around Dahlgren, for about twenty years, When 
a resident in Southern JLllinsis, he was a mender of lliddle (reek 
Baptist (hunch, southeast of Dahtlyren. | 
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He served as a District Health Superintendent, Department of 
Public Health, State of JLlinvis, jon about eight years; he became 
Assistant Dinecton of Public Health fon the State of Illinois in 
1939 and Dinecton of. Public Health in 7940, serving in the latter 
capacity for alnost twenty years, 

jftenr moving his family to Springfield, he became a member 
og the Finsd (Aristian Church of Spring field, JLLinois, 

Da, (7044 was paominent in many civic and pavfessional 
organizations, anong then the (County, State and American hledical 
Societies; he sewed faithfully in the Disabled American Veterans 
organization, and with the Anenican Legion, Highest office with 
the American Legion was that of Department (ommanden of the State 
of JLlinois, 


YILLIN FINES REPORTING 

Daniel Jines was boan October 74, 1850, at blullenbeng, 
Kentucky, 

He first came tv this area in 1862 to get away from the 
Civil Wan trouble area, and settled near Lovilla, He said there 
were Southern sympathizers near Lovilla, Ata meeting at Loyilla, 
some people favoring the South fined on the American flag. During 
the (Civil War one night, some one called at the fines ome near 
Lovilla and the young Daniel Jines hear him say, "Get to the 
brush!" He always believed that.the night callers were favoning 
the South, 

Daniel Jines Lived in this area when diving conditions were 
still quite primitive, He later told his children of an occasion 
when a Lady who Lived northeast of Dahlgren started toward Belle 
City t0 get a kettle of Live cocls, as they had no matches, On 
the way back, she met a dear along the way. She thought the bean 
would attack her, 20 she threw the Live coals at the bean and had 
to go elsewhere to Lovk fon mone coals to hindle her fire, 

Daniel Jines Later Lived four and a half miles northeast 
of Datlgnen, and belonged to the Bethel flethodist (Church near his 
home. He was a farmer by occupation and never held public on chuach 
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office, though he was active in the International Onder of Odd 
Fellows at Dahlgren, iikiny Limes he walked! 40 Dahlgren and back 
#0 attend revivalt, a avund trip of nine miles, One of his brothers 
was Reverend Juspea fines, a hiecthodist minister 

Jines once had a trusty cog thet srowel much intelligence, 
flany monnings before breakfast he would tell the dog Lo go to the 
timben, fs svun as the family had pinrished breakfast, the doy 


Aeened to hnow about it and would start berkinz, Jines would follow 


the dog's bark 40 the tree where he was stationed and would find a 
naccoon the cog had treed. 

Once his favorite duo, disappeared, and Later sone of his 
nelatives who were still Livi in Kentuchy wrote fh. Jines and told 
him that thre dog had appeared at thein home. Jines could never 
unterstand how the dog crvased the Ohiv River, as there were no 
bridges at that time across it, 

fh, Jines died in September, 7940, just a few days shont of 
his ninetieth binthday, and was buried at Bethel Cemetery, a few 
miles northeast of Dahlgren, 


GEORGE AUKIER REPORTING 

Benjamin fluxier came from Geanany and settled near Dahlgren 
about 7835, fe bought his fara from Joseph Shelton, Shelton had 
gotten the Land from the Fedenal Goveunent, 


CARROL PORTER REPORTING 

Dahlgren gut its name the following way: 

A cottonuood tree stood in the new 4oun and some suggested 
that they name the town "(oktonwood," This was discussed with some 
of the nailrwad nen when they stopped in the village to refuel 
their engine with wood, as coal was not available, The aequest 
was dent to the postal authorities in Yashington, Dae ior 
naming Lt "Cottonuvod, " and the Federal authorities infoamed then 
awthen community in Gllinnis alacedy had that name. One of the 
daainmen suggested that as Adminal Jallgnren had invented a new type 
weapon that was used in the necent Wan Between the States, and as 
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he was one of, the ounens of the L &N Railrwad, that the toun be 
named in honon of him, There being no resistance to this suggestinn, 


the new town uas 40 naned, 


CHURGT OF THE NAZARENE 

The (hurch of the Nazarene, Dahlgren, had its beginning in a 
small group of local people who were intencsted in the paopagation 
of the ductrine of scriptural holiness, They mek and worshipped 
together in nenicd buildinys until Lots were purchased and the 
present building completed. 

The church was onguniged then, on December 3; 7944, under 
the dinection of Da. 2. VY. Stan, District Superintendent up the 
Illinois District, who gave a brief histony of the (burch of tire 
Nazarene. The following, persons were charter members: R. W, 

Linden (pastor), Lee Glenn (secretary), Carrie Glenn, Ray Glenn, 
lary, Glenn, Leon Glenn, Goldie lidiicken, Sidney Johnson, (lara 
Johnson, Wary Yoodauff, Moma Ratliff, Ollie Waugh, Sarah Deevenrs, 
and William filuagnaves, 

The names of the pastas uho have pacsided over the years 
ane: Rev. R. W. Linden, Rev, We & (Campbell, Rev. James Leonard, 
and Rev. Roy Shifley. 

DAMLGREN. CHURCH OF CHRIST ; 

This cunch began meeting in the home of fra. Sh R. lynn 
and hen daughter, Rachel, in 7904 oa 1905 jon the study vf the 
Bible and partaking uf the Lond's Supper every Sunday, There were 
three families interested in the work, 

In Febnuary, 1906, the church sponsored an evangelistic 
meeting in th onl atid Halk tutta apd ete pacaching. During the 
meeting several convents were baptized in the old ill pond whene 
it was necessary to cut the ice wich uas about one foot thick, 

At the close vf dre meciing, 2 (Aristianr Church was oagans zal, 
The church met acgwlurly in the Toun Hall foa abouk four youna with 
paeaching services one Sunday a month. La Dan wae the firot 
nequlan pneacher. 
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A church house was built where the present one stands and 
dedicated July 24, 71910, with J. Faed Jones doing the pneaching, 

During the years many, preachers proclaimed the Wond of God 
fon the church, They inclule: Jsaac Kello, Bart Kello, J, €. 
Stout, ips Ae Hudson, ie fi, Smithson, J, Ge Williams, Halleck Rowe, 
J. R Debout; Ry Leland 3noun, W, JS, Farlow and others, We Su 
Fanrtow paeacied fon twenty-five years. 

September 73, 7930, the church building uas demolished by 
a tonnado, a great calamity to the church which was few in numben; 
but with the insurance money and the careful AUPCAVLALON of Jasper iy 
Goin, Sa, the pnesent building us pushed £0 completion in Febauanry, 
1931, While it was being erected, the chuici met in a dwelling 
nented for the purpose of holding SCNAVLESS, 

In 1942, the members decided 40 use the name “church of 
(Christ, " and it is known by that nane now 

—-Hannah H, Goin 


ST. GOH NEPOMUICENE (AURA 

According to the neconds, lik, Charles Aydt of Piopolis 
moved to (ottonwood £0 engage in business, He was followed by his 
brothers, Thomas, Joseph, Solomon and Alphonse. These families 
were the finest settlers in this settlement, which was part of 
Piopolis Parish until 1893, when the pinst (Aurich was built She 
village was later naned Datlgren in honoa of Adminal Dahlgren, whose 
wife uas a Catholic. 

The first church was erected in 1893 oy the Rev. me N, 
Englbengen, and was dedicated by the Rt, Rev, Bishop J, Janseen, 
December 5, 1893, Jd was a {rane structure with floon dimensions 
of dweniy-tinee by dixtu feet, with a seating capucity of one 
hundred fifty. Rev. Henry Keuth, who had nesided with Father énzl- 
berger fon two years to attend the needs o; the Parishes of hicLeans- 
bono and Dahlgren, becane the first resident Pastoa in Dahhgnen. 

lhe first Rectory was built by Father Keuth in 1896 ata 
cost of seven hundred dollars, 

A two-acre cemetery plot urich is located a quarter of a mile 
west of the Parish Church wus purchased in 1900, Previous to that 


time the parisrionens wene buried in Piopolir, 
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The Parish necond begins in 1894, The first baptism neconded 
is that of Teresa Flonence Aydt (Later tha, Frank Frey, ficLeansbono) 
on January 22, 1894, The first funeral accorded was that of 
Josephine Gaul on September 73, 1597, The finse wedding neconded 
was Liat of William Acks and hlury Shipley on Novenbenr 12, 1896. 

Joday we find these family nanes on the Parish records: 

Aydt, Karcher, Wanglen, Schilling, Durbin, Loch, Rub enacker, 
Ripplinger, Glatz, Rapp, Kiefea, Fleckenstein, Willen, lilontgomeny, 
Engel, ioldenen, Keller, Faialrich, Reyling, Acks, Paul, Schuster, 
MNeGlynn, rayden, Ewald, Bininen, Kelly, Glaeson, Prillios, Karlof, 
Greenwald, rlickey, iilePiiersor, Heck, Gaul, Haggerty, Freeman, Farmer, 
Frey, Ellis, Jale, iileyer, Dagenhandt, Lambert, Stich, Kaufman, 
O'Leany, Mitsdarffen, Glenn, Herzing, Rost, Grewe, rlllen, fines, 
Zachnan, Binke, Heil, Kneher, Rawls, Nice, Spauell, Woods, Schuster, 
Smith, Schultus, fleyens, Walter, Taausch 

The parishioners are paoud of the vocations to the Religious 
Life, These include; Rev. Henry H, Aydt, vadained zo the Holy 
Priesthood on June 13, 1920; Sister (olletta Aydt, Ad. PP.S, (Sister 
died on June 22, 1914), Sister Mh JInma Aydt, Ad. PP.S.; Sister 
fualda ~wald, Ad PP,S,; Sister Rosaine Rapp, V1. J, B.; Sister 
fliniem Teresa Kiefer, Ad, PPLS, 

In the wear 1903 the Paston, Rev. Henry sluenster, builf a 
tuo atony brick structure measuring fifty by thinty-five feet and 
providing four classaovomy The baicks joa this builling were made 
inakiln here in Dahhgnen an. the building was constructed by 
parishioners and en of the surrounding anea uho were interested 
in this building paozect, 

In 1942 a new nectoay was built bu Father Fney, 

In 1952 Rev. Willian Brandneyer made plans joa the constauction 
of a parish hall, filany interested parishioners sacrificed much of 
thein time and Labor to this cause, 

The grount was baoken foa the New (hurch on August 24, 1958, 
The coaner stone was Laid on October 4, 1959, The dedication and 
Finsd lilass were said on October 20, 1959. The new church, of con- 
Zemponany modified Gothic lesiqn, measures fonty-duv by one hundred 


thirteen feet and will seat three hundred in the nave, thinty-five 
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in the choin Loft and porty-pive in tre winter chapel, The open 
tower in the southwest coanenrn of tire builling houses the bell 
salvaged from the old (Aurch, A Vannemacier electric automatic 
bell nuwing sysien provides jon the aaily angelus and weekdas and 
Sunday schedule Oj. masse4, 

The joLlowing pricsts have scaved as Pustons: Rev, Henny 
Keuth (7893-1901), Rev. Henry tluensten (7901-1915), Rev. Joseph 
POL Te 1929) ee Ray. liagr, Rudolph € Jantzen (71923-1926), 
Rev, ohn R, Goeltz (79265-1931), Rev, Beanard Locpker (7937-7941), 
Rev. joseph Frey (79471-7944); Rev. Willian Baandneyen (7944-7955), 
aul Rev. hleinrad I, Dunn (7955- ). 


DALAT WET NOLIST (AURA 

Jimo/0 Ane Le N Ratlisad, frou at the tine wa the ts 
Louis and South astern, went through what is now Dallgnen, which 
was then just a small settlement called Little Paainie, As there 
WERE NO places Of business the residents went to Lovilla, a amall 
village now obsolete, to do thein trading ant get thein mail, sid 
this tine the pou Bazecats and flethodiatapeldunioh weraviced in 
the achwolhouse and Laten in the new derod, 

A, fi Sturman and Sons vpenated a grain and Lumber mill a 
mile and a half east Or Dahlgren, and from £hiy mill Lunden was 
hauled to build a flethodist (rurch. Ainone, the founders ancl early 
4upporters of this church were fA. ML Sturman, Butler 8, Underwood, 
lena Spencer, Robert Crles Sais Hallowell, (olunbws Sielton, 
Vole) te eared C. WW. tilNata, 

The church was built in the early seventies soon after the 
natlnoad went thaough, and was placed on @ clrcutt with several 
other churches. Sometimes a poston served as many as seven churches, 
anl @ circuit of pive was not unusual, 

Jn 1907 the church was remodeled end made tanger, New pews 
ant other improvements aldel to its attractiveness, 

In 194} a basement was plrishet to provide additional class- 
rooms and necreational ICL Les Luce then, many Liprovenents 
have been made in the basencné, including pdasien ceiling, {luon- 
escent Linkting, coal room, sink ant cabinets, gas nange and dining 
Lables, 
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In 1937 a celvo<ex ceiliny wad put on the aulitonium and 
sanctuary, and in 1957 a hardwood flooa was Lail, The sane year, 
th, ant tha, John ideale Gawran gave money to build three new 
classnoons and iis, Gaahan presented the church with a new electric 
organ and crimes, Then, pust befone her death in Novenber, 7957, 
Ale employe ar (vanaville contractor 40 put pemnastone on the 
extenion of tie chuacr. fs, Gaahem was the dauphter of the Late 
J. fl, Hallowell, and she and hen punents were poanen members of the 
church, 

Juring the years several irinisters have gone out fron the 
church, anong trem: (herles Atchison, Cook Kinison, Theodore 
Cates, George Bunton, Wallace Bunton, Geonne Hall, J. Wl, A. Kinison, 
W, A. Sharp and Farnell Fenkins, 

---, J, lilain, Vil, 


DAILGREN HU SSIONARY BAPTIST (HURCH 

his church was first onganize! under the name of "linited 
Baptist (hurch of Litile Paainie.” The location was about two 
miles east uj the present site of Darlgren, ard the menbership 
consLated of both tlissionary Baptist and Primitive Baptist people. 
They were vraani zed about 1850 (the necond is not complete as to 
exact date Of organtsation, as they Atanrted holting Aenvices in the 
homes of members for tinee years oR yon } 

Ihe pinst written neconl is one where on December 10, 1853, 
Thomas Belt aut his wife Elizgabetr issued a warncnas deed fon an 
acre of danl to Young S, Lowa, James flcKnight and Abel Kuykendall, 
/austees of the United Baptint (/urch of Little Paainie, 

The chuach trustees ant the dinectons of Little Paainie 
School District togetien builé a Log building on the above dract 
oj Land, and (this bik of infoamation is agein by traditional 
nathen than waitten necoads) this building was used fon day achood, 
meeting house ant church meetings for a number of years, Ve under- 
Ataul that the Fainfiel! Baptist fssociation held its finst 
meeting in 1857, 


lhe LEN Railroad was build thaough this section op the 
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country in 1871-1872, and the original village of Dahlgren was 
surveyed tlanch 9, 1572, 

We find from the record of the church that sometine ajiter 
the villase come into exisicace that the church Location was moved; 


for we find that on tlay 9, 1874, at their regular meeting: /aes F, 


Louny, Jasper iW Cates and tiillian R, Stull were elected Trustees 
cp "Little Paainie United Baptist (hunch, Located at Lartgnen, 
Hamilton County, Jilinois," and that (. Y¥. Allen was blodenaton. 

On fla; 75, 1874, Abel Kuykendall and his wife ilancy issued a 
warranty deed to the taustees above nanied Of the “United Baptist 
(hurch" for Lot 1} in Kuykendall" s Addition, Located at Dahlgren, 
Illinois, and that the lot was three huncred sixty by one hundred 
forty feet in size, 

The {rane church building uas erected on this Lot and uas 
dedicated in 1875, The first meeting of the Fainfield Association 
that was kel! at Dallgnen was the following Year, 1576, 

In 71878 the Primitive Baptist group withdrew from the United 
Baptist Church aul ongantzed a church of their oun, Louny Hill 
Primitive Baptist (Aurch, Located uppaoximately two and a halt 
mies southwest of Dahlonen, Faom that time the Dahlgren church 
was no Longer called the United Baptist (hunch, but was called 
the lilisaionany Baptist (Aurch, 

Daklgnen iissionary baptist (hurch has been host to the 
Fainfield Association the years of. 1894, 1975 and 1938, and has 
held numerous meeting days ant revival meetings that will be Long 
nemembened by the nesidents of the area, IJ£ has hal Bible School 
even since the sean 1934, when it was wider the Leadership of Lyman 
Allen, J£ was put on a unified budget uriden Harold Menke. Jz 
has Sunday School eveay Sunday, Young People's meeting and W. fil U, 


as the occasion arises, 


PYIRGARET flePHERSON REPORTING 

(hester Judd was boan in (ourtlaul County, New York, on 
April 75 1376, and uhen about jour yearns op age imignated with 
his parents to Washington County, Ohio and in 1330 to Lawaence 


See 
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(ounty, Shortly afterward, he returned zo filarietta, Uhio to Leann 
the carpenter! A trace, 

In 1837 he married fliss hlary Burch, and in 1838 he aemoved 
with his family to Burlington, Ohio, and becane a boatman on the 
Ohio River, He was owner and captain of the steamer "Lady Bayan," 
which he plied in the Pittsburg and (incinnatt trade fora several 
years, 

In tiianch, 1854, he moved with his fanily to Hamilton (County, 
JLlinois, where he built a beautiful country home which stands to 
this day. Tiiis home is vccupied at praesent by his granddaughter, 
hiaaganet IicPherson, and her husband, James, 

(hesten Judd was a man of genius aul entenrpnise, which he 
prove in many, ways, and especially in building and operating the 
first steam floun mill in Hamilton County, Illinois, 

Mh, fluid could tnace his Lineal descent back fon many 
generations, being a dinect descendent of Deacon /homas Auch! uho 
came over from England in 1633 on account of religious persecution 
and settled with the Pilgrim Fathers in the state of hlassachusetts, 
Chester Judd was a aon of Giles and (atharine Judd, who were natives 
of Connecticut. His grandfather, Asa Judd, and his oldest uncle, 
Sanuel Judd, were soldiers in the Reuesee ary Wan, and his 
father, Giles Judd, was a soldier in the War of 1872, 

(Chester and filany Judd had to sons, John and Albert. 

(hesten Judd became a member of the Dahlgren iilethodist 
Church, in 1872, and he remained a faithful menben there until the 
dime of his death, fe died oh January 27, 7907, and was buried 
at Richardson Hill (emeteny, 

Albert Judd, son of (nesten, served in the (Civil War He 
was first married Lo frany 71, hIcCoy, and they had six children, 
three of whom died voung, €d, flernriitt and Alice were their sur- 
viving children, After the death of his first wife, he was married 
to Laura IicCoy, and 4o them was boan a daughter, blangaret, 
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= Of all occupations, businesses, professions and walks of Life, 
one of the greatest vocations of human enteavoa is that of thre 
medical profession, The wonk of the physician and surgeon is to 
nendenr assistance in the recovering from the numerous ills and 
injuries with which the human nace is constantly confronted, The 
need of the service of the doctor is continuous and often urpent, 

The inhabitants of the Dale nen anea have had foa approximately 
three scone years an individual uho has been a proven asset to the 
comunity, tle has in thousands of cases rendered medical dnvicey 
often under the greatest of handicaps, 

The person to whom we refer is, of course, Dahlgnren's beloved 
Da, Whited, r 

The Whited janily were natives of the state of Pennsylvania 
and settled on a farm a shont distance north of the villege of Dahl- 
gren when David Frank Whited was quite youn. . 

fs faraing was not the caclin, fon Frank WWiiited, but the 
medical pnofession, he began to think early in Life of making 
prepanation ton the dtudy of medicine, hipten neaciing early man- 
hood, he taugit one full school ean in the vicinizy where he resided, 
then enwlled in the hledical Department of the University of Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, Upon compketion of his studies at the medical 
dchool, he began the practice og medicine aé ihite Bluff, Tennessee 

After. two years of medical practice at the Tennessee Zoun, 
he decided #0 neturan to the vicinity where Ais family had moved 
when coming facm the eastern state, In the year of 71907 he neturned 
to Datdgnren and began the paactice of his chosen profession in the 
communi that he considened his home. 

Dis Wreated haa catered to the general onactice of medicine and 
was natet as one of the most capadle diagnosticians in this part of 
the country, tis chief concern has always been the welfare of the 
patient, regardless of the weather on other conditions that might 
prevatl, including his own comport, | 
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Da, Whited's patients have reached from layne (ity 40 <wing, 
Illinois, Durning his career as a paacticing physician he has been 
called to the bedside of countless numbers of patients uw were the 
victims of alnost all kinds of ailments, There were many 4Lnratances 
when he hardly knew what is was to get the anwunt of sleep that one 
needs to canny on his daily activities, Jt has often been aeponted 
that he was mone conceaned about the welfure of. his patients than 
he was about the compensation that was due him for his dervices, 

Dn, Whited has continued his practice in Dahlgren and was 
not Lured away to larger cities, The people of his community Learned 
in the early years of his caneen that thein community doctor could 
be nelied uzon, His work nas been wide and varied, He has treated 
cases that were sufyering with contagious diseases, those who were 
victins of infections, those utw had received both major and minoa 
injuries, as well as almost all the ailments 20 which mankind is 
Aub ject. 

In 1978, On. Whited had an accident uhile driving a flodel T 
Fond when he was called to the home of a patient, The car went out 
of control as a result of nadius nods coming douse causing, the car 
to aun off a culvert about a nile and a guarten south of Dahtgnen, 
He was hospitalized at it, Vernon for about a month as a result of 
this accident 

One of his most difpicult cases was that of a patient who 
was a victim of a critical case of tetanus, lhe seventiy of the 
patient reached ihe stage where it was necessary for Da, Whited to 
examine and treat him twice a day for quite a Length of time, but 
through ARLLL and perseavenance, he was baought back tv health, 

On, Whited and On, Andy Hall, silt, Vernon's beloved senioa 
physician, have on many oécasions paacticed togéther, and they are 
Zire best of friends, 

In, Whited necalls many a call in winter months uhen botr 
the weather and the roads were extremely bad, In zome instances he 
even had to walk to get to his patients, as the horses could nod 
travel, On numerous vecasions he ensawerned calls to Delafield during 
the night, fle node a train £0 Delafield and walked back £0 Dahlgren, 


a distance of five niles, 


Q-15 


Dr, Whited fon about twenty years was the only physician 
docated in the Daflonen area, She nesponsibility on him was heavy. 
A surgeon in anodhen toun paid hin a supreme compliment when the 
Auroion remarked that if Dra, Whited sent a patient for surgery, he 
needed make no further exanination. 

During his medical career, Da. Whited has attended in excess 
op three thousand binths tle officiated at the binth of two of his 
oun qneat grandchildren, as well as mény another who Lived 40 honon 
this great ddcton, 

Proof? of. the appaeciation of the long service that Da, Whited 
has nendened his community was shoun by the people of Dahlgren a few 
years ago, tis friends and neighbors decided zo give thein beloved 
docton a surprise. Generous contributions wene made to a fund £0 
purchase a number of fine gifts that the pecple felt that Da, Whited 
deserved, Among the gifts wene a new car and a beautiful gold watch. 

flany people have contributed generously over the years x0 
make zthe Dahtgnen. community a better place to Live, but it is 
doubtful ie any one has made « greater contribution to the cause 
of humanity in the area than David Frank Whited, th D, 


ERS. ICA HUGHEY REPORTING 

Joseph ‘A. Zahn was born October 77, 1547. He came to JLlinois 
from Indiana, and most of his Life was spent in Jefferson (ounty, 
GLlinoLs, , 

tie conducted a shoe shop in Belle Rive for some time, but 
netined from that business to enter general farming and stock raising, 
in which he was very successful, He dealt Largely in stock asa - 
buyer and Ahipser, and farmed extensively in Iilbones Paainie Joun~ 
Ahi py He was very energetic and industrious and a man of excellent 
business judgment, His farm was one of the best in Jefferson (ounty 
and thoneughly cultivated an always kept in the best of onder, 

For ten years he held a position of great responsibility 
at the (hesten. Penitentiary, uhere he was in change of the farming 
Antenesis of that inotitution, He also had chanjze of the purchase 
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of cattle canl other stock of the institution, and saved the State 
of JLlinois much money with his knowledge of the department wits 
which he was connected, 

in, Zahn was Superavison of lioones Paainie Township, and held 
other offices of importance in the tounship, 

He was married to illiss MilcPherson, and they were the parents 
of the following children: Van A, Fred R,, Dene Wl’, and Goldie. 
His aon, Van A, Zahn, served his country during the Spanish Anenrican 
War and fora many years waked fon the Federal Government in Washing— 
score, ¢ 
i. Zahn died of blood poisoning on farch 24, 1921, and was 
buried at Richardson HiLUL Cemetery, 


LERNARDINE DALE REPORTING 

Join Dale was born on December 16, 1856, at Hoodyille, 
Gllinois, a community south of MeLeansboac, and which is Located 
not far from the village of Dale, Jllinois, His family had the 
honor of furnishing Dale the official name that it was to canny, 

One of his ancestors operated a seumill in this vicinity, and 
now doubt sawed much of the Lumber that was used to construct many 
of the early buildings in Lh community, J£ is neponted that the 
engineer of. the saumLLl on one occation got careless and Let the 
boiler get diy of water, then did gome hammering on an Lngecton, 
thus allowing fresh water to enter the boiler, The result was an 
explosion causing one patality, 

John Dale's parents moved to filcLeansboro when he was quite 
young, John decided to take up flow milling as an occupation 
years befone he had neachel manhood, He beoan his milling career 
with the MeclLeansbono Inilling (Company in the twentieth year of its 
existence, fle was fourteen years of age when he started with the 
company, He was employed by Billy (oker 

john and Elizabeth Grace Dale were married on April IEEE 
Jo this union were boan the following childzen: Frank hag eles 
Gaace, Genevieve, Beanardine, and Anne, 


ery 


The mill where John Dale began his vocation was a Landmark 
in that comminity, This enterprise operated continuously for a 
period of ninety years, beginning operations in 1660 and remaining 
in business until 1950, If this old mill could only speak it could 
tell some interesting experiences, Jt saw the beginning of and 
the closing of the (ivil lan, J& saw the neconstauction period 
following the close of the lar Between the States, Jz Later saw 
the United States enfonce the “flonnoe Doctrine” when we became 
engaged in war with Spain. After the close of! this conflict, this 
milling company saw the turn of the century. Seventeen years after 
the coming of the Twentieth (entury, this Hamilton (ounty industry 
witnessed the coming of World War One; then in about a quarter of 
g. century Laten it saw the beginning and ending oj! World War Two. 
The industry with which John Dale began earning his Livelihood 
served the milling needs of countless hundreds of fanilies during 
the ninety yearn period that it operated in filcl eansbono. 

th. Dale spent thirty-three years of his Life with the IiicLeans- 
boao filling Company, liluch of the success of this industry can be 
atinibuted to the skill and interest that John Dale put into it 
during the years that he Apent 42 this particular business, He 
was superintendent of the mill for General (Coren, 

/ls the Dahlgren iiilling Company was doing a thriving business 
during the early years of the Twentieth (entumy, and as John Dale 
had thinty-three years of milling expertence behind him, he decided 
to expand in this field of activity; so he moved to Dahlgren and 
purchased an intenest ih that mill He and his family moved zo 
Dahlgren in August, 7973, 

(With the vast antount of expertence Lr ihe milling vocation, 
44 was natural for the management Lo request him z£o accept the 
position of superintendent of this company's business, He assumed 
the responsibility of the operation of this plant, and it became 
one of the most pavfitable milling enterprises fon many miles eee 
He nemained in Jahlgnren until 192h, 

‘| member of the personnel of this Bureau can recall going 
with his father to the mill at Dahlgren to purchase flour in Lis 
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heyday and Listening to lh, Dale and the customen carry on one of 
thein jolly conversations as they both delighted in doing, They 
were very close friends for many years, John Dale is remembered 
jor. his Reen interest in people and the skill that he exhibited in 
making the "old mill" the service that it rendered of 40 much.value, 
to the Jahlonen community, 

In 1924, th, Dale moved his panily to Int. Vernon, and was 
a partner in the Dale jiloton Sales Company in that community until 
his netinement in 7930, 

John Dale died January 28, 7949, at the age of eighty-Ltwo 
in tilt, Veanon, He was an active member of S4. lilary's (Catholic 
(hunch of lit, Vernon, JLlinois, ‘ 


DESCENDQENTS OF JOSEPH SHELTON REPORTING 

Geseph Shelton, an early settler near Varlgnren, was boan 
in 1793, some say in the eastenn part of the United States, though 
most of the descendents feel that he was boan in Kentucky, 

Joseph Shelton was a private in the War of 1812, He fought 
in the Battle of New Orleans in 1815, and the Shelton heirs have an 
old watch he found on the battlefield at New Orleans, He served, 
probably as a captain, in the Indian Wars in JLlinois in 1616 on 
17817, The Shelton heins have his old rifle and pouden hoan that 
he carried in the Indian War, When this period of service was 
ended, he was discharged near where (hicago now stands, tis horse 
was Lane, 40 he turned it loose and walked to Southern Jllinois, 
The captains in the Indian Ulan furnished thein oun horses, and 
the pay us SS, OO per month, 

Joseph Shelton was married somewhere in the Gast in about 
the year 1877, and about 1820 he and his wife settled a mile north 
and a mile wast of wnat i4 now Dahlgnen. 

lhein pinst baby was born and died at the home nontheast of 
Dallgnen, Wren fin. Shelton was gone into the woods to make a 
coffin in which to bury the baby, a panther came to the dova of 
thein cabins lina, Shelton drove the hungry animal away with a 
atick with fine on one end of it that she had grabbed from the fire- 
place, 
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One summer a Long, hand nain had pud out the fire utich 
they always tried zo keep near thein cabin in onder to have fire 
with which £o cook, fas, Shelton node a horse twelve oa fifteen 
miles cast to thein nearest neighbor to get some pine 4n an Lron 
pot. She covered the glowing coals with ashes 20 it would nod go 
out during the Long, gounney back home, . 

The children of Joseph and tha, Shelton included; Sopha, 
who married Nathan Gannison, the mother of David Ii, and Roman 
Garrison; Pennecie, who married a man named Rawls; Nan, who married 
ath, Richardson; Julie Ann, who married ath, Atchinson; Sylvester, 
who was the grandfather of Lawrence and Faank Shelton who Live near 
Dahlgren; end a 4on whose name is unknoun who WLd the grandfather 
of Carl, Bernie and farl Shelton. 

Josepn Shelton agaun senved his country a4 a major in the 
Black Hawk Milan in 1832, 

He was a veny dignified man, and relied greatly on ceremony, 
It is often told that when he was coming. home iff his wife did noz 
come out and meet him and say, “alight, fh. Shelton, and come in," 
he would ride night on by! 

David fi, Garrison, one of the grandsons of Joseph Shelton, 
has an old kettle about four and a half feet in cdianeten uhich has 
been in the janily a long time, This kettle uas originally used 
near Jhawneetoun, JLlinoL.s, jo "boil ddun" salt waten fon salt in 
the early 7500'2, 

Joseph Shelton is buried on the old Shelton homestead 
northeast of Dahlgren, His heins held a Shelton Reunion every year 
from 1915 to 1925, 


MRS. EVA GAGE REPORTING 

Nelson Zellers was born Febsuany 20, 1541, at Hagerstoun, 
likkryland, His parents decided to move from their Maryland home 
to the S£ate og Chio when he was quite young, He grew to manhood 
in the Buckeye State in the city of. Zanesville, 

In April, 1567, young Welson Zellers enlisted as a private 
in the Union Army, He was assigned to (Company G, Sixty-second 
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Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and served two enlistments without taking 
a discharge. : 

Hie seaved in some of the hardest fought battles of the (ivil 
War. He had a great admination fon the Stars and Stripes and 
honored the Union very highly as long as he lived. Jt was his 
4trong conviction that no pag should ever fly ovea this nation 
except Old Glory, aut that was what caused him to enlist and fight 
in his country's service, 

In his Laten years of Life, he often told menbenrs of his 
family that on numerous occasions he had seen President Lincoln 
when the (onmanden-in-(hief visited battle jones, Some of the 
troops were of the opinion that tein Paesident was an infidel, 
but Zellers stated that he knew Lincoln nequested the men to have 
Prater. befone going into batkle, 

“AU the enougements that Nelson Zellers took pant in are 
not available to this Bureau. However, we know that the worst 
wound that he received (which caused hin £0 remain a cripple for 
the nest of his Life) occurred at Rice's Station, Vinginia, four 
days prion to the surrender of the (onfedenate fonces by Genenal 
Robert & Lee to Genenal U, S, Grant, We are informed that Zellers 
was hospitalized for a considenable Length of time as a result of 
this would fron which he never completely recovered, 

He received his discharge from the Aamy on December 7, 7565. 
He Lecided to mare his hone in JLlinwis, and in 1866 he Located 
ona fan in. the vicenrity of Dabtonen, Gllinois, and nemained a 
farunenr but occupation urtil his netinenrent 

Un thaach 26, 1572, Nelson Zellers was married to Emily 4, 
[hienny. Jo this union were ban the following children: /linnie, 
Frank, Eva, (tta Skillinan, an! tinee children who died in infancy, 

Nelson Zellers was one of those sturdy pioneers who believed 
in sour! principle, whether it be in mili itany Life oa civilian 

ife, and he held to the theory that the conwon good of the com- 
murizty and the welfare and progress of his fellow men were the 
things that countetl jos. The sacrifices that he mate in the war 


aut the kind of lije that he followed as a civilian pointed up the 
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kind of character that was to be found in Nelson Zellers, He was 
a convent to (Aristianity, anl joined the Presbyterian (hurch at 
Belle Prairie, ILlinois, 
He was keenly interested in his farn and was actively en- 
gaged in that pursuit until he entered retinement, when he moved 
to toun in 1906, 


3 LOYRY HILL 
| The Lowny Hill (huach and (eneteay had its beginning with 

the well-known Lowry fanily (somedines spelled Loweny) thak eni- 
grated from Kentucky to Hanilton (ounty, Illinois during the first 
half of the Nineteenth (entury, There were four baotiers of this 
family, as follows; (the orden of Listing is not necessarily the 
onden of, binths) Join Lowny, Sar,, Light Louny, David Louay and 
Young Louny, (Je were unable to pavcure much histoay on the Latter 
three of the bavthers 

GOH LOWRY, SR,, 4 neponted to have been the eldest of the 
four brothers, He was one of the oldest residents of Jefferson 
(County, He was boan in Warren (County, Kentucky, on May 3, 1803, His 
parents were John and Elizabeth (Reese) Lownys In 1806 his parents 
moved to what was at one Lime Faanklin (ounty, Tennessee, but was 
tater named (vffee (ounty, Tennessee. 

In early Life John, a, attended subscription schools, but 
in later years he obtained some self-education, Prior to the time 
that he neached manhood he Lived with his parents, working with his 
father on the farm and also assisting his father with the work in 
thein cooper shop. 

john Lowny, Sar, was married in Franklin County, Tennessee, 
on July 3, 1323, to Nancy flartin who was the daughter of Alexander 
and Nancy (, Dabney) Hankin, Both o (a Nancy ' parents were natives 
of Pennsylvania. A few months after John “and Nency were married 
they decided 40 Leave thein Tennessee home and come to JLlinois, 
lhey arrived at Lovilla on January 24, 1624, This was before 
Lovilla was surveyed and becane a Leyatized village. 

Cohn and Hancy Lived at thein Lovilla home for about a year 
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when they decided to establish for thenselves a permanent hone. 
The place where they settled which was to become their permanent 
home was located about two and a half miles southwest of uhenre the 
village of Dahlgren is now located, This faunstead, which was 
Located on a high hwll, was Later known as "Lowny Hill, " 

According to reports, John, Sa., had inclinations of a 
builder and had the ability to construct homes, As he knew the 
carpenter trace and Linbenr was plentiful at that time, it was only 
natural foa him to begin at once to build a pemunanent home for 
Ainmself and his family, This was to be the home whenae he would 
nenain the nest of his life, He continued te acquire dand until 
he owned over tree hundred acres, His new home was located on 
the Geffenson (ounty side of the Hamilton-Jeperson County Line 
and it was convenient foa him zo own and operate fauns in both 
counties, 

John, Sra., and Nancy (fiantin) Lowny were the parents of 
fourteen children, as follows; Sons: William, Daniel, John Jn, 
Thomas, Elisha, Jefferson, Alex, Levi, Jessie. Daughters: Sarah 
(uho married Zachariah Sinks), Elizabeth (who married Alfred Dees), 
flany (who married Gabriel dines), Nancy and Hanna, 

Nancy (Martin) Lowery passed away on November 16, 1880, 
John's second marriage was to Nancy iJillis, and this marriage was 
sodemrized on June 9, 1887, Jolri's second wife was the daughter 
of James and Nancy Willis, who weie natives of Virginia, John. and 
his second wife were the parents of one daughter, Susie (Lowny) 
Thomas, uho was boan tlay 20, 1882. 

In the earlier years of his Life in JLlinvis, John Lowny, 
Sa., was a member of the Sugar Camp Baptist (rurch, one of Jefferson 
(County's oldest Landmarks, which is located on the historic "Old 
Goshen Road," John, Sa, took considenadle interest in docal 
government and community affains, He served as Justice of the Peace, 
Constable, Township Taustee and Dinecten 

During the time of the old Jllinois State iilitia, which 
dates from 1832, he was elected Lieutenant of a military company 
and held that office for about five years, (J4 was the paactice in 
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those days for unit commanders to be elected by the personnel of 
the unit instead of being appointed by conmandens of anny oagant- 
zations, ) Gohn, Sa., served in the Black Hawk tan under a (om 
mandenr Beckerstofi, In politinel Life he was a Democrat. Yohn 
Louny, Sa., and a partner by the name of Dyan Knowles operated a | 
Stone in Daflgnen in the early 1570'4, 

After fokn, Sa, had settled on what was later to be knoun 


as "Lowny Hill," he Liked this location and the surrounding Lo cality 


ao well that he made it his rome for the nemaiuler of his Life. In 
addition zo being ceuite active ur Local political affairs and com- 
munity activities, he Apenk the mosz of his time on the farm, as 
that was his chief source of Livelihood. 

As was stated before, John Lowny, Sa., was an active member 
of Sugar (amp ilissionanry Baptist (Junch, which was Located several 
miles prom his home As he was a fin believer in the Primitive 
Baptist faith, it was his desine tat a cunch of that faith be 
onganized in the comnuntty unene he nesided, here were several 
fanilies who had joined flissionary Baptist churches who were be- 
Lievens of the same faith that John Lowny uas, and they too were 
interested in having a church of thein oun faith in thein Local 
community, With this thought in mind John, Snr,, along with some 
of his relatives and friends, proceeded 4o onganize a comunity 
church of thein choice so that they could worship thein (neatoa 
ag they Aaw oes Ads flohn had acquired a Lange anount of fan 
dand, he felt that he could easily spare some acreage x0 be used 
to erect a church building, aul establish a public burial ground, 

A deed necond filed with the neconder's office of Jefferson 
Counts shows that John and Nancy Louny conveijed two acres of Land 
adjoining thein home. This is Located in Section Thintcen, lloones 


Paainie 7. ounship, withir a “stone's throw” from the Jefferson-Hamil- 


ton (ounty Line, This land was conveyed to the [nustees of Sugar 
Camp (hunch, This church was first cailed Sugar (anp, but was 
Later naned Lowry Hill as there was (and is) the Sugar Canp flis- 
dionany Baptist (punch still in existence. The original twatees 
were 7, Ls Hunter, hlartin Sewell and Willian J. Taylor, The deed 
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pnovided that the Land would be conveyed to the trustees and their 
AUCCEALONA foneven, This two-acne tract of Land was conveyed on 
hlanch 715, 1677. 

Jk is nepornied that Yohn Lowny, Sa., wes not only very 
active in oagantzino the church due was veru active 4n the affains 
op te new church foa the remainder of his Life. He contributed 
generously to the expense of the church and uttended services 
regularly, His home was considered as a headguanters fon visiting 
ministers, If clergymen from other parts of the country were at 
services at Louny Hill, they could always find Lodging at the home 
of John Lowny, Sa 

gohn, Sri, was privileged with the opportunity of remaining 
on this canth fourteen years and one month frum the date that he 
and Wancy conveyed two acres of their estate fora 220, 00 fon the 
establisring of the church and cemetery og their choice, He passed 
away on April 74, 1897, Thus ended the career of the man that 
played the predominant nole in the founding of uhat is now known 
as Louny Hill, ftlis body was Laid to nest in the Louny ALLL Ceme- 
LEAY, 


ALLERT LORY REPORTING 

John A, Lowny, a nutive of the Dahlgrcn, JLlinois, community, 
was dvan iilay 4, 1852, He was u son of Young Loway, a younger 
brother of John Lowny, Sa, John A, Loway grew to manhood on a 
for in the vicinity of Dahlgren, As he was mechanically inclined, 
he took an intenest in the blacksmith and carpenter trades in zhe 
early years of his life. Jt ix aeponted that he had developed 
arith in both of these trades before he had become of Legal age, 

As farming, blacksmithing and carpentering seemed to be his 
callings in life, he spent the most of his satay on this earth 
following those vocations, We do not know how many of, the early 
homes he helped to build in the Jaltgnen area; neither do we know 
how many plowshanes he Ancrpened for tre farmers in the area during 
the early days of his Life, but they were many, 
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John A, Lowny was married to flelissa Jane Lathan; the date 
of thein marriage is not avuiladle, Like his uncle Yohn Louny, Sa, 
John A. Lownsy believed in bringing up Lawe families in the world, 
He and filelissa were the parents of eleven children, seven boys and 
four girls, as follows: Willian J., Ida i'lay, flany Jane, (hartles A, 
Manion F., Thomas H., Walter 0., Delilar jane, Albert W., John F., 
and Goldia J, 

flohn. ‘A. Lowny continued to Live in and neaa Dahlgren until 
the year 1894, when he purchased a farm near Wayne (ity, JLlinois, 
where he nade his home for two years, He sold this farm and moved 
to St, (lane, Iiissouri, in 189%. 

Prion to the duran of. the Century, BOIMe of the Land in 
flissouni. could atill be homestealed, cnd John was successful in 
honesteading a fonty-acre tract in the new area. He and the sons 
who moved with him £o tlissourL cut and Acwed logs and built a home 
for themselves, There was a demand for nailwad ties in the 
vicurity og thein new home ant, aa this work paovided an Licome for 
the fanily without having to go to distant places, John A. and his 
sons mide ties and sold them 40 the aailwads. 

iin Louny did not get to dive dong in his new home. He 
was delivering a Load of ties to market when he contracted peu 
monia and passed away, in the year of 1598. He was buried in Losk 


Hehe Cnetenl uname out, ML sasourt, 
J he Jd? 


ERM PERCE REPORTING 

William Shelton Louny was boan September 1), eve vam ake 
vicinity of Dahlgren, JLlinois, He was the eldest child of John A, 
and filelissa Louny, who were pioneer members of that community, 
"Willie", as he was conmonly knoun to his numenous friends, was a 
grandson of Young Lowny, who was a member of the first Louny fancly 
that settled in the Dahlgren aed, 

Willie carried a tacit that was quite coimon among the Louny 
fanily, He was mechanicaily inclined, and early in life he Learned 
to work with carpenter's tools, blacksmithing equipment and machinery 
of various kinds, He was nated as a skilled carpenter and a com- 
petent blacksmith, At an early age he Learned the operation and 
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servicing of steam Lueshing machines aul wis very efpiciert in both, 
He becane a skiiled saumill openaton ard sawed eountless thousands 
of board feet of Lumber Joa people in the Locality where he resided, 
His principal occupation a;’ter reaching maniood was arming, although 
a qreat portion of his Life was devoted to carpenter work in which 
he assisted in the constrauction of homes 

ila is stated in another section of this book, his father's 
panily woved to $4, (Lane, fiissourt, in 1896, willie Lived with 
Ais father's family at their fiissounri hwme jor a pew years, but 
neturned to Gllinvis near the turn of the century, 

re was first married to ftaude 1 aylon, daujphter of lik, and ths, 
Alvis Taylor of Northern Teunship, Franklin (ounty, Illinois, Willie 
and filaude first located at what was hun as "Tittle Hill" a few 
miles southeast of ik, Vernon, They Later moved to a farm in 
Wortheran Township, in Franklin (ounty, in the vicinity that was 
knoun as “Weed fiona," After residing here for a few years, they 
purchased the faun where lilaude had been baought up. For many years 
this farn was commonly knoun in that community as "Taylor Hill," 
Willie Louny rekl ounensiip of this estate until the year CF Soh Pee 
when he retined because of impained health, . 

Willie and biaute Lowry were the parents o}! three boys and 
three girls: (aleb, (Larence, john, €ama, Vera (win died when young), 
ant Una Peart, During the severe epidemic Op injluenza that plagued 
the country ;rom 1918 thnough 7920, ftaude Lowry was taken seriously 
iLL ant passed away on lilanch 7, 7920, Willie was later married on 
September 6, 1922, #0 nna Hopkins, who survived hin 

The farm home at Tayloan Hill where Willie Lowry anl his 
funily Lived had a consilenable wnount of Local history connected 
with it, Alvis Tayloa, slaude Louny's father, Lived at this place 
a ruber Of years, Alvis Jaylon was a veteran of the (ivil War A 
stan route post office was established at his hone, and he was 
naned postmaster, Paion do the time that aural school districts 
were neguinal to be two miles square, a rural school was located a 
dhort Listance faom illvisa Tayloa's residence. The school, £00, was 
known as "Taylon till," There are people still Living at the Lime 
that this is written who were pupils of "Old Tayloa Hill Schood, " 
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Alvis Tayloa also openated a blacksmith Sop at his home in addition 
to being the community's postmaster, Jt is reported that he node 
horseback to Gwinn, a distance of approximately jour miles, to get 
the mail joa the faylon Hill Post Upfice. The people of the Local 
comaunity had £0 come to the post ofpice to get thein mail, ha, 
Taylon became accustomed tv Aenving dinner Lo many Of the mail 
patrwirsy many people wo cane to "Taylor Hill" for their mail would 
Atay jor Lunch, as they soon Learned thut the Jayloa'’s would inwite 
them to eat if they "happened" Lo be there at the appaopniate tine, 

Willie Lowry had a generous putren-in—Law, J& was neponted 
done years ago that Alvis Taylor dtated that he guessed he had the 
finest neiohbunrs in the cowltrrt. /le said, ve mu neighbors boanow 
Aome of mug tools on implements and Reep them fon a wiitle, uren J 
go to thein place to aet then they never nejfuse to Let me have then, 

When the Legislation uas enacted tha neauined aural school 
districts to be Located tw miles apart, a new Taylor Hi School 
was built, J was located one mile due north of the site of the 
odd Taylon itill Post Oifice, thus enabling the home of Willie Be 
to still be in the histonic Taylor HiU School district, 

AU during his Life Willie Lowny Ahowed an interest in the 
appains of the local comurity, fle held various local ofpices, He 
deraved as Justice of the Peace, paesident op the Frisco Telephone 
(Company (now discontinued), yuas active in the work of the Frisco 
Baptist (durch were he was a member for many years, If a comnittee 
necded Lo be appointed for zome special prospect, he was always 
willing do give active sewice, rts he was a mechanically inclined 
person, thene were times when the ee exchange at Frisco 
would need servicing, and it wuld fall nis lot to furnish the 
nepain service jun the switurbvand, (Frisco is Located two miles 
from the old Taylon Hill Post Ofice, } 

"Bill" Louny was the kind oj. citizen who trted to make the 
conmmity a better place for humanity to Live in than it was when 
he arrived, During the span of his Lije he excercised concern jon 
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the welyane vf his fellow men, He made a mark of distinction in 
the communities where he resided. 

He passed away Febauany 77, 1958, and was buried in Thurmond 
Cenetenry near €wing, JLlinoia, Thus ended the Career of one of the 
descendents og the Lowny fanily that played such a proninent role 
in the settling and developing 0; Southern Illinois, 


LOVILLA 
HRS, BLANCHE OULAAY REPORTING 


The Little toun of Lovilla, JLL was Located in Hamilton (04, in 
the SW, quarter of. the J, iJ, quarter of Section 21, town. 4 $,, aange 
COCO feite, Lila paurcipal meridian This is 2-3/4 miles south and 
7 nile east of the present site of Jurlyren, 

Lovilla was swweyed Yunre 27, 1854, dut ik 25 probable that ae 
was a trading poat for a govd Mon Years PrevLoud, J£ is nod known 
wio Surveyed the dite, but Lé may have been €nos 7, iLlen, ulw Lived at 
Lovilla, and uho was are autioni zed SURV CYOL for Hanitton (v., oa it 
may have been Sohn Sudd, who Lived in the fnone's Prairie vicinity, 

The exact origin ug the nue Op Lovilla cauwk be traced, but one 
belie? is that it was named after a certain Lovilla iilcLean, the daughter 
of Da, Villian B, ileLean, one of the pinst nesidents of hicleansboao, If 
this be the case, then ik iv evident that In, tleLean may have estab- 
Lished, on had a hand in establishing, tre first place of business Liere, 
History reveals that Da, Iiiclean was a par sighted und civic minded man, 
and since lund speculation and surveying of toun sites seenel to be 
quite a money making investment duru the 1809 ‘4, it is only natural 
that he would have been interested enough to venture into such a progect, 
Another theory is that the word Lovilla dimply meart "Low Toun" in 
neference to its location in thy lower part of tne state, Uthenrs have 
auagested that since Lovilla uns located at the Wp vf a hill and you 
traveled up and out of the valley bepore you could see it, hence - 

"Lo Villa," on, “behold, the village!" 

The greater part of tris toun Lay on the east side oz the odd 
"Fainpield Road" which nan north an! south and connected uith tre "Uld 
Goshen Road" just south off iebo (iuich, and with the old "Jeoage Rogers 
(Lark Road" near Faingield, This old "Fainfield Koad" was a route of. 
travel long before the suaveying of the "Old State Road" which passed 
thaough Lovilla ata Wil, - S.é angle, This road was completed about 
7850, and extended prom fast St, Louis to J,v/, of ticLeansboro, wirere 
it connected with the "Old Goshen Road” somewnere near Reed School, 

Lovilla, according £40 an old plat, had three streets aurning in 
aW,é = 5.W, direction, (NOTE BY COMINGHTAL HISTORICAL SURZAL: 


Actually, these 2treects AQ a @ = ‘NV, ie et OU in tonmoxion be connect, 
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which is boane out by Looking at fra Julany's wpy of the oun plat. } 
These were Vim St, flain S&, end Olive f(llain St being the “Old 
State Rodd"), and one stacet, called Faanklin Sé,, nawuriing i ang - 
S,l/, ainection ard intersecting the others The old "Faiapield Road" 
was called flarret St, aul crossed slain SA, in the carter v7 Lown, 

The west hal,” of Lovilla was hnoim as the “Goodridge Addition, " and 
was never Laid of’ into lots, but the original toun had thirty-one 
Lots, 

Lovilla then, being situated ut the cwassaoads of to main 
noutes o, travel, had the pwnise of becoming a Huivirn Little toun, 
The stage wach cane that way, bringin mail and passengers prom St, 
Louis, Vandalia, and Il Vernon to iicLeanrsboao and on to Shawneetoun, 
uirich us at that time the nost dirpontart city ir southean Illinois. 

ia the staze coach approached Lovilla, the driver blew a blast 
ona bunte, and Lie intabitarts swarmed out Lo preek him Here the 
mail was dedivered to the post of pice, and other mail and passenyers 
picked up Often the diiven and passengens spent the night here, which 
must have been quite ar event in the Lives of the townspeople, since 
news was scarce ant taaveled slow in tose days, 

1 one time the stage cwach station, where the driver changed 
horses, ate, and sometimes arent the night, was operated by Thomas 
Burton, grandfather 07 John T, Wood, (arson (Pack) tlood, and O 2, 
loone of Dahlgren, Jt is easy to understand why Grandjather durton 
would enjoy such a position, since he Loved to converse with strangers 
and has o;ten been knoun Lo atop passersby, invite then in, feed and 
bed them, just jon the sake 0, company and news from other Localitics, 

Ad this point in my stony, it would be well 40 mention that often 
shows and cincuses passed through this Little village, hein steam 


calliope wuld play loudly as they traveled along, ard its music could 


be heard por miles around, OZten the country people went into Lovilla 
that evening, in hopes that "the show" had stopped fon the night, 
Gypsies, too, travelal this way, begning, stealing and swapping horses, 
and o;*ten getting the wasd end of the deal, jon the Lovilla pioneer 
had plenty of “horse sense," and was not 40 easily "outsmarted" even by 
the cunning gypsy. 
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The people o; this Little conmnrity, like all other early setile- 
ments, hol few conveniences, Beore the duys oy the stage couch, they 
had to travel by horseback to Shaunectoun Lo get trein mail, /hey also 
made trips there efien salt, ard cried Lé bacr in a bag died to the 
aaddle horn, The meal was home ground, and vf course there was sor- 
ghun und New Orleans rwlasses, the last betiy yuite a luxury, since it 
had xv be hauled a Long way, — being made ~2on the ulce of Louisiana 
Jugar cane, The nearest bank was ut Shauncetoun, Jie United States 
dand ofice was also Located there, 30 these people often had cause 
for a long and danacrous trip to Shauneetoun, LL day goods, groceries, 
etc,, were hauled in wagons, over bad roads, either jnom St, Lous oa 
Shauneetoun, Aliwst all commodities cane in barrels, such as barrels 
of flour, bamrels of suaar, banels of uyrwund co;’ee, and Last, but 
not Least, barrels of ubisrey. (The Late €nos A. Burton, a4 a young 
man, did much 0;' the hauling for the Yorn Halley Store at Lovilla. ) 

Lovilla sean to have neached the heione O i its advancenent : 
during the (ivil ‘Jan days, During this time there was a recruiting 
station at Lovilla, aviy ojfzicers from Shauneetoun coming up to "muster 
the boys in," (Captain Samuel logue was recruiting agent, flohn 3. Wood, 
wi had just recently arrived here fwn Ohio, enlisted in (o. G, 40th : 
Fl Injanry, at Lovilla early in the war Captain Thomas S, Campbell | 
of Lovilla belonged to (o. 5, 56th Regiment, ite resigned June 10, 71564, 
Other Civil ‘Jan soldiers uw erlisted at Lovilla are - fnros Allen Burton, 

Albert Judd, Edward Heuby, Edward Learned, Austin Learned, i/illian R, 
Burxon, saciibald Stull Simon tleCoy, Thomas Drew, David Risley, finan 
Angel, 3iLL Thorpe, and Jlosuah Epperson (HOT, & BY CONTINENTAL KISTORI- 
CAL BUREAU: In pencil, the name of sllee Shipley is unitien at the end 
of the abeve List, ) 

Sone of those who went to Shawneetoun to enlist were - Iilartin 
hlooae, and Steven lloore, Steven hiooae was lost on the Satkleship, 
"General Lyon," which burned and sank of, tre /lLlantic (Coast, as it was 
evwute home with a lawe number of Union soldiers at the close of the 
War, wast oj? these soldiers were from southern JLlinois, 

Jé was during the Civil i/an tat a certain Lady at Lovilla was 
expecting a registered letter, containing, money, from her husband in 
the service, She never neceived the money, and after neponting it to 
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athorities, an investigution began A certain tidow Doughty was 
postinistress at the tune, and wen the govemunent, agent avrived to in- 
vestigate the case, rs, Jauphty was doing the family wash at a nearby 
well, The agené decided to stop at the well do water his horse, sls he 
Aiooped to sink the bucket, he spied ar envelope ploating upon. the 
ualer After fishiw it out, he saw that it was the envelope from the 
missin, letter, After some questioning, hs, Doughty admitted taking 
the inney. Jt seers she had used the money and had been carrying the 
hen person; bu upon seeimm the upent upproaching, becane 
frightened and wrapped tre Letter around a rock and threw it into the 
well, She was sent to a government fgsge for her crime, (This Lads 
was not a nelative of Da, Doughty of that place, } 

PDE hrodr cet Pee Bela ciel tive doctons, namely, a On, Doughty, 
a Dna. Defoe, a Va. Beanard, a Ia. Golden, and On, Hoaace V, Hall, father 
of ths, ‘ollie Hunter of Dahlgren, three oe these doctors are said 
zo have Gacn residents of lovilla at the same time, The others Lived 
there aomeLune during 1853-70, . 

At one time Lovifla had three saloons, on "jug groceries, "aa 
they were then called. (harley lilenrath operated one of these saloons, 
Some merchants who had general stones there were John Halley and James 
Gunton, George lililler had a blacksmith shop there shortly after che 
close of the ilar, This shop was docated on the west side of the noad 
in the Goodridge addition, ThieG George tiller was the grandfathen of 
hha. O. 3. tone, and tha (. 0, Upchurch of Dahlgren, 

Other early residents of Lovilla were ~ Thomas J, Burton, €noa 
/, rlLlen, Rueben Oglesby, Philip Bewulen, San liiCoy, 0. L Cannon, 
George Javin, ilenray Runyon, and Vanes Lane, one time judge of Hianiléon 
County and inventoa of the Dianond Plow, Some other well known family 


names jrom that vicinity are - (ook, Paeston, Learned, Sturman, Venerable, 
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ililler, ticCarven, Lowery, Tawater, Thomas, Angel, King, Uliver, Dale, 
Demitt, rllen, fwore, und Uellnights 

From Washington, 0.(,, Post Ofvice Department, J secured Ae 
following census neconds foa Lovilla in 1850 and again in 1660; 
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MANE KE OUPAT ION RALESTATE BARI 
James. ch Lis mF; blacksmith $450 Ad BB es 
(ats zabetn (Llis 38 -- -- Jowa 


Villian ‘Llis 19 Laborer - aL 
angston ¢llis 17 = - GE 
Abram (Ll 74 - ~ GL. 
Nancy ~LUS [2 < - ILE, 
foiur glee, 9 = - Le, 
‘inan éLlis fi - ~ OLE 
DORE De Wheel se: De iepbainyes eau 2 21M eS yy 5 Ilias 
lames Halley 40 Fanner 300 Va, 
anbra Halley 40 \- - Va, 
hee Halle 79 Labonen - Ohio 
lanie tialler 76 - ~ Ohio 
Jeremiah Halley x = SELL: 
enrine Halley i - ~ ILL 
Hinam (aps 24 Labonen - Ki 
ree aps 22 ~ - foe 
Jaaac (aps f 2 - wLE 
Thomas (apa 44 - - He Iee 
Willian (aps 3 - - rig ws 
sores Caps hate jntinpshsasts oh:dind vie 
7560 Census 
NAL AGE OC(UPAT ION VALUE OF Pala 
é Cue UG Ry CSTE ish 
Souine Hilman 6 Fauner p1050 Va, 
er Ann Hilman 3 - = Kty 
do eph idman 74 - - 18 ie 
Nancy Ann Hilnan 15 4 - Gil, 
Ke i rr 70- ~~ Shoe O Boot maken ~ =~ ~~ ~~ hid, 
Villian hbagan a6 Fanner - hs 
Harriett (vok 4 - = LG 
anes (ates 30 School teacher - Ohio 
enjamin. fichlahon 62 Blacksmith - Pa, 
Aes hichiahon 23 Blacksmith - Kip 
Jillian (onnen — 49 House carpenter fs Pa, 
Robert ouchty 52 Physician - Pa, 
Wesley Hotdien 45 hlenchant - Pa, 
Thomas 5, Campbell 24 School teacher ~ ALE, 
Harry A. Greer 26 Saddler 
hannesamaker - Neds 
Thompson. ritcheson 70 Gaocer Reaper - ikl, 
Samuel ;1, toque 25 Blacksmith - Ind. 
Yacob H ; 25 i/agonmaken ~ Jenn 
fon Lanes As ere ~ We | 
s onen oodridge Ss ounty judge - Vie 
(SoC AMO AMALIAD Samer ik chiara sha y2k Ohio 
ies: ie fepnae 40 Farmer & Physician - Yeamany 
ube S, Wilbanks aD Teacher of lilusic == WL 


hester Judd £5 lili Llen ~ ae 
illian Stuzman M7 ficllen - Jenn, 
John (ex 48 Wier ~ /enn 
» be Harwood aa Jnen liioulden © Ohio 
Hinam Anolior Ay School teacher ~ Ohio 
David Ri. oe 30 louse (arpenten - Ohio 
PLlerson V (no. ay) 62 flouse (arpenter ~ af 
Willian Hobbs 24 House (anpenter - Ohio 
hee Sa om = noineer - inks 
Oo f lillwright = LO 
joacon A, Hewlett 4s School teacher - Ky. 


There is w aecond that Loville ever had a sachool va church, but 
church services were held in the lwines by pacachers ulo nesided thene oa 
were gust paising through (Stet “ Pilo. ts), The nearest church was Little 
Prairie (lunch about 2} niles north of there aud oaganigzed by Eld, 7, hh, 
Vance in. 10N4, Later, Iliddle (reek (hurch, southeast of there, was 
onzara.z ved, The nearest schwol was Old libone's Prairie, Some off tose 
from he Lovilli vicinity who attended school there are - blyatle Learned, 
O, 8B. toons, Hattie Leaaned, Una Barbee, Umar & J, K, Goin, Anthin Hall 
Charlie Goin, Faanr Javin, and Vada jaiz3 

About 1870 the news was received that the L & N Railwad wuld 
be built from St, Louis to Louisville, Ky, and Nasryville, Tenn, and 
that it wuld pass trough (vttonuvod, 2-3/4 niles NW. of Lovilla, 

(he people of Loville were very much disappointed, for they had hoped 
dz would peed thein way; but the nailwad officials decided that the 
dhortiest and snoothest noute was tinounh ( ottonuwwood (now Dahlgren), 
tLlnosd iimediatcly the merchants began to Leave Lovilla io 
Locate in. Dahlonen. Jun of the finst to do so were John Halley and 
gan2s Burton, One by one the others Left oa went out of business, The 
buildings were Laten zoun down va moved UWL, until only a few dwellings 
nenatned, FincLy, they, tog, were deserted, 

Then Pee a period of itty on sixty years during which 
Lovilla ceased to exist, Then, in 1906, a man naned Luglea enectad a 
store building there, in the Goodridge sIdhlition, Jt was a general 
stone, Loter, Elza (poss and his daughter were in business in this 
dane building, 

The next opermton of this store was Bill Hullingerns He was 
in business there for several uears, until about 1929-21, Also, about 

(975-79, Pete Sinks had a general atone there, Located dinectly 
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opposite from the Hullinger stone, J nemenber that this building us 
painted yellow, There were hitching posts in front of it, and also in 
faone of the Hullinger building, which was a Lon, two noom ajjpain with 
the stone in the south end, and Living quarters in the noath end ilest 
of Lovilla about a quarter of a mile was wiene the Taylor family Lived, 
Since these three houses made up Lovilla et that time, the school 
children at "SunnySide School" used Ly chan£ this rhyme - 

Mull Toun, Sinks! Street, 

Tayloa Hotel, and 

iiothing £0 eat, ss 
(This was only in fun, of course) Arthur (ock Lived just east of 
Lovilla at the time, and F, lh (ook the first house south, 

At this tine in Lovilla's histony; many will naemember the Lawn 
parties and ice cream socials there, Young jolk came for miles around, 
and "Snap," "Four-in-the-Boat," etc., were the ganes played on these 
occasions, bat of the young men auived in buggies oa on horseback, 
since very jew had cars, The young ladies were usually on the "Lookout" 
fon the fellow ubo had a aubber—tired busgy and a spirited horse with 
ned tassels on its bridle, it these guy events, after you had eaten 
all the "home made" ice cream and cake that your "beau" could aj.fond and 
had played "Snap" with every boy there, your sweetheart esconied you 
home, with the stars and a romantic moon overhead and the amell of honey 
duckle in de ain, You always reached home by 70:30 oa 11:00, which 
was “shanefully Late" in those days, 

Today, nothin, renains to show that lovilla ever existed, You 
see only neglected fields on all sides, he roads are almat impassable, 
with trees and bushes ovenhanging and bridges and culverts broken down 
on ucdhed away, There are no buildings, no dounds, no aignes of Lipe - 
only solitude and memories remain, 

Thus ends a tale of Long a20, 

A dale that only few could NOW, 
Fon those of Ud Lovilla's day 
Long years ago were "Laid awa." 
But we recall how they could tell 
This stony that they Loved so well, 
So, we can only hope and pray 
Ye've told it half as well as they, 
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The above facts were obtained from an old "History of Hamilton, 
Saline, Franklin, & Hardin (Counties, x published in 1887 and from an old 
"Atlas of Hamilton (0, " published in 1905, Other material J obtained 
from my father and John 7, and Carson Wood of Dahlgren, The cendud of 
1850 and 1860, J obkLained through the nelp of a jriend, Yan A, Zahn of 
Yashington, 2 (, and fonnerly of Dallgnen, 

fins, Blanch fivone Dulani, 
Dallynen, ide 


AIRS, ARTHUR (COK REPORTING 

Lovilla had Lu or three stones at its peur or exLitence, 
several saloons, tuo (some day three) doctors, a 2tar noute post 
offices a Baptist church, a lilethodist church, and possibly another 
church (again, there 43 disagneenent), 

Fon a number of years, Lovilla had no mill, Une farner wuld ! 
take a load of wheat ant coan to Shawneetoun to trade it fon flour and 
meal jor himsel; and his netohbonrss The nexé month another neighbor 
would take a Load of the same grain fon the group, [his was carried on 
month after month, with all the men taking turns in "going to mill" at 
Shawneetown, 

Some years Later, the village got a great improvement, uhen a 
man named Stuaman baought a flour mill and grist mill, makin3 Se 
possible toa the Local people to get *thein meal and floun at home, Jz 
14 nepontedl that Sturman included a ‘saumill in his undustnriy, This was 
also a qureat impnovement to be able to get Lumber sawed Locally, Like 
other communities of the Lime, timber was plentiful on all asides of 
Lovilla, 

This community was blessel with a blacksmith shop, and could 
get blacksmith seavice of all kinds, A man by the naie of Hoque 
operated a blacksmith shop there goa quite some zine. 

Thomes Burton and his wife kept an inn fon travelling people. 

A stage coach Le;'t fiicLeansboav daily, Leaving there early in the moaning, 
The driver of the coach carried a bugle, and when he got in hearing 
distance of Lovilla he wuld sound the bugle the number of times that 

he had passengers, and this was the was he notified the inn how many 
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people needed breakfast,  fllany travelling men uften passing through 
took thein meals and spent the night at Lovilla, 

Loyilla was a stopoven place for farners driving Livestock 
Zo Shauneetoun to market, filany farmers who Lived as far as Mit, 
Vernon would drive thein hogs and cattle to Shawneetoun, and would 
stop at Lovilla to dpend the night, fhey took wagons along, and 
when the hogs becane ex/awasted they Loaded then in the wagons, 
Lovilla was equipped with stock pens 40 tat tne farmer who stayed 
oveanight could keep ris animals from staaizing aways 

“1 company of men was made up at Lovilla to fight fon the 
Union cause during the (ivil ivan, 

rlé one time Lovilla had a subscription school, A teacher 
was employed by the parents, aul he was to teach a three-month teun 
The contract provided that the parents were t0 pay a certain amount 
of moneys and the teacher wuld board with one family fon a certain 
Length of time, then with another family the same Lengin of tine, 
and notate in that manner during the urole term Simon J, hieCoy, 

a resident of Loyilla, was enployed to teach at Least one of these 
Leu, 

During sumnmen months, both churches were host to a Laie 
meeting that would Llask three on four days, This event was 
participated dn by all Protestant faiths from mani, miles around, 
Basket dinner was served duging the noon hour, and people snom mone 
distant communities wuld stay overnight with some of the Local 
brethren, 

jones Paainie School, located near the village, was tre 
Acene of Literary doctety meetings every weel, The mone cultured 
people could exhibit thein knowledge at these events, 

Deen hunting was a comnon thing, as deer were plentijul all 
around, {Jild turkeys were also plentiful, and the hunting of these 
elusive and beautiful binds was guite a sport, 

Weddings in the community were gala events, The wedding 
and the mennymaking that went with it usually, Jasted at Least two 
cae 
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L. (. iOOD REPORTING 

Richardson HLL Cemetery is nich with Local histoay, Jz 
has been neponrted that veterans nepresenting every wan from the 
Revolutionary War through World ivan Two ane buried at this place, 
This "silent city of the dead" is located on a high hill apphoxt— 
mately twd ant a fourth miles south of Dchlgren near the Hamilton- 
Jefferson Countu Line, The Land was foamertly ouned by Aaron 
Richaadson, grandfather o £ Vol Richardson of Milt, Vernon, hence 
the name Richardson HiLLL 

The first burials at this place are said to have been in the 
1850's, A chapel i4 Loccted near the center of the cemetery and 
44 usel fon special events, such ws funerals, tilemonial Day paograma, 
nevivals und fasten sunrise services, In foamenr years (haistnas 
parties have been presented at this place. 

THOMS HILL 

The earliest person (though not the earlicst burial) at this 
place is Thomas Hillman who served in the Wan for Independence. 
Hillman was boan in Salem County, New Jersey on August 22, 1757, We 
do not have the names of his parents on the country from which his 
ancestors migrated, 

When the Anenican colonies revolted against the British 
croun, Hillman enlisted in the armed forces fon the Anenrican cause. 
His initial enlistment was that opa private in a New Jersey company 
that was conmanded by a Captain Smith, This unit was a part of a 
negiment that was under the command of a (odonel Holness When the 
troops with whom HiUnan was serving were in New Jersey they were 
called the Ney Jersey Militia, When on nilitary duty in other 
colonies or states they were accognized as a unit of the (Continental 
Army of the New jersey Line, 

There were times when the troops were depressed and they 
would tenponarily disband and hide in timber and thickets as best 
they could, During periods of despain, they woull have to wait 
for weather conditions £o imomnove and joa their supplies to be 
neplenisied befone they couk! attack, Conditions op this kind would 
cause them to almost lose thein paxrioitic zeal and be strongly 
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tempted to return to. their homes, However, Hillman was one of the 
(Continental soldiers who served during the entine conflict, except 
jon shont periods that he would return to his home when his company 
was encamped a short distance from his residence, 

Thomas Hillman was one of the men who expertenced the bitter 
hardships at Valley Fonge. Jt was during this severe winter that 
his feet were frozen aul he lost one toe as the nesul Jd will 
be interesting to know that the battles that Hillman engaged in 
were some of the most outstanding battles of the entine conglict, 
The principal engagements Ur wrich Hillman saw action were the 
battles of Trenton, Brandywine, Painceton and tionmouth There were 
times uhen Hillnan's activity was with Washington's (ontinental 
Aamy, and the nest of the Lime he was with the New fensey filitia, 
Jt is not known uhether oa not he was wounded, 

He was married a short time after the war ended, Ie are 
unable to Leain the name of his wife. He and his wife moved from 
New Jersey to Virginia, They were the parents of three children, 
duo sons named Jquine (boan in 1795 in Virginia) and Pate and an 
invalid daughter, Jt is believed that the three children were all 


boan in Virginia, 

The family was still diving in Vinginia when the United 
States became engaged with the second conjlict with Great Britain, 
As Squine Hillman was old enough zo seave in the armed forces, he 
joined the Vinginia illilitia and jfought in the War of 1812, The 
dates of his enlistnent and discharge are not available, Jz is 
believed that he joined the ane! forces in 1873 on 1874, but we 
ane unable z£o0 get verification, 

rl shont time after the War of 1812 closed, Thomas Hillman 
moved with his family to Ohio (exact place is not known), and Lived 
there until the year 1824, when he moved to Henry (County, Indiana, 

Thomas Hillman became a Baptist ministen near the year of 
1800, While Living in Indian he was knoun as a Baptist cincuit 
niden, Instead of holding church pastonates, much of his work 
consisted of travelling over a wide tenritony end waking at 
organizing new churches, and beyond doubt he served as evangelist 
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for revivals at various places in his territony. His Legal nesi- 
dence was in Henry (ounty, Indiana, though he was not at his home 
very often during the latter years of his Life, 

He was away from home attending to church matters at the 
tine of his death, His death occurred May 5, 1835 at the home of 
one of his parishioners, about fifty miles east and a shoat distance 
norti of Bedford, Indiana, Thomas Hillman was buried in a stone 
crypt near the home of one of hls church uonkers, This first 
burial was intended to be a temporary pec bud his nemains were 
not nemoved fon thinty-three years, 

In the ee of 1568 a atone corponation notified his two 
4ons, Squine and Pate Hillman, that they were planning 40 quarry 
dtone from the place where Thomas Hillman was buried, and that if 
they desined to have the body moved #0 a burial place of thein oun 
choosing to please do 40, oa else the stone company would nebury it 
some place away from there, 

Upon Learning of the stone company's plans, Squire (who was 
Living near Richardson HLL) and Pate (whi was Located near Paducah, 
Yentuchy) drove a horse draun vehicle to the place where thein 
father was buried, Squire took a wash boiler and some cloth with 
him on his journey to Indiana When they opened the stone crypt, 
they found a perpect skeleton with the exception of one toe bone, 
His sons knew that years before he had a prozen foot as a nesult 
of the bitter cold that he Like his comades had experienced at 
Valley Forge, 

Sguine Hillman and his brother Pate dismantled the skeleton 
carefully and lovingly, then waapped it in the cloth Squire had 
brought and placed i in the wash boiler. As Squine had established 
a home a shont distance north of "The Hill" with the purchase of 
eighty acres of Land, and this place with the beautiful elevation 
' had already been established as a public burial ground, they planned 
zo make the neburial of their father at Richardson Hill, A short 
dime before they Left Indiana, Sguine sent a Letter by stagecoach 
to flanon Richardson, who owned the Land at that time, to obtain 
peuniasion to bury thein father's nemains at Richardson Hill, 
lit, Richardson neceived his mail at that time through the post 
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opfice at Loyilla, the famous village (now extinct) Located a 
short distance from Richardson Hill, He granted permission without 
any hesitation, 

(Aester Gudd, a well knoun farnen, miller and carpenter, 
built a coffin out of walnut for the nenains, (nos Burton and 
Edward Neuby, neighbors of Squine Hillman ulo had served in the 
(Avil War, assisted in the neburial of Thomas Hillman, Jé£ will be 
interesting to know that both Burton and Neuby are among the many 
veterans that are buried in tris same cemetery. 

Squine Hillman Lived appnoximately eight years after the 
neburial of his father. He passed away October 37, 1876 and was 
buried beside his father. This is one of the few instances where 
father and son both senved in early American wars and were buried 
ditle by side, 

No action was taken for many years Lo obtain a monument on 
marker of any kind for the man uho seaved in the War foa Independence, 
In the year of 1948 the officials of the cemetery association de- 

x cided to get a headstone from the Federal Govemment for Thomas 
Hillman. Fedenrel negulations provide that headstones on markers 
may be furnished by the government fon veterans of any American war 
(if his family has nod purchased a monument previously) and it may 
be shipped at government expense to the nailwad station nearest 
the cemetery uhrere the veteyin is buried, 


lhe officials of the cemetery association encountered con- 
siderable difficulty in establishing pavof that Hillman was a war 
veteran, Some one in fonmenr years had stated that his given name 
was Pate, Aa is stated above, this was the name of one of his 
sons, When a search was made through governnent neconds fon Pate 
Hillnan, they reported that no such person could be found in their 
neconds who had served in the Revolution 

A representative of this Bureau (who was doing vetenan's 
service wrk at that time) was nequested to assist in establishing 
proof that Hillman had served in the American auned forces during 
their first conflict with Great Britain. Letters of inquiry were 
sent to New Jersey authorities as well as to the authorities in 
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Virginia, Both of these states as well as the federal authorities 
nepontet back that they could not pinl a necoad of Pate Hillman © 
in thein neconls of. Revolutionary ilar vetenans, €very effort was 
exhausted that could be though of 40 obtain proof of. his being 
a veteran, 

In 1952 on 1953, the Sons of the smerican Revolution 
if commonly knoun as the SiR) onganization was asked 20 assist in 
the scarch zo paove the eligibility of Hillman's getting a goveannent 
healstone fur his qnave. rifter checking certain vthen neconds, the 
National Headquarters of the SHR Leanned that the actual name of 
oun sokdier was /homas Hillman. 

Because the cemetery association had been given an incoarect 
name, muck time and ef;oat had been wasted in trying to secure a 
duitable memorial to be erected at the grave of the only man burted 
at this place who assistel in the sugonression of British tyranny. 
Records were found in the early months of 1953 that paoved beyond 
all doubt that Thomas Hillman hu! served in rlnerica's atrugole for” 
inlependtence! rijten this prooj had been establishal, formal appli- 
cation was filed with the Quarternaster Gencral's office in iladhing— 
ton, D. (, fon a headatone to mark the grave of Thomas Hillman, 

This memorial was Lettered in sashington, J, (, and Ahipped 
to Dellgnen, Jllinois, then tnuisponted to the cemetery and erected 
with as mnopriate ceremonies on flay, 30, 1953. The marker of Thomas 
Hillman wis the first marker furnished by the Government zo d 
Revolutionary Wan 4oddien since 1859, 


OSCAR BRiIKE REPORTING 

Frank Brake Lived near histonic Richautson Hill, G4 is not 
knoun where he was boan, 

Like many of his neighbors, he depended on his nifle Lo 
supply the janily with meat, The area hal a Lange Suppdit of deen 
and wild dunkey, When in need of turkey he would Leave the house 
early in the moaning while the turkeys were still roosting, ant in 
avery short time he woull have cll the turkey that he could canny 
home, 
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He was considened a crack marksman. While hunting deer 
on one occasion, he saw a deer coming by the sie of hin, and he . 
fired a flint Lock aifles then he discovened that when his deen 
fell he had shot two of them, They were Looking for water and 
the ice had frozen oven. 

One of his hoddies was to play the “fiddle” during his 
Leisane hours; he would always pat his foot while playing, 
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SUGAR (AIP BAPTIST CHURCH 


Jwo score and four yearns after the Paainie State had been 
admitted to the national univn, and one decade and nine years prion 
to the prate on Fort Sumter, which uas the initial action of the liar 
Between the States, a group of people who were residing ina aural 
area Located fon the most part in the southeast portion of Jefierson 
(County, Gllinois, had decided that they were in need of a place in 
thein community to worship thein (neaton in thein oun way. These 
people wene pioneers who hed descended from families who had Largely 
come to GLlinvis fron southern states, lhe closest places of worship 
at that Line were probably at sone of the vitlages that were a con- 
aidenable distance from their homes, Lovilla was situated a number 
of miles any in the western pant of Hamilton (ounty and Spring 
Garden, an enterprising village several miles to the west, was too 
inconvenient fon the nesidents of the Sugar (amp area to attend 

ncligious services regularly, 

(here was a church of the sane faith and orden that was 
situated in the northeast part of Faavelin County. This church in 
the adjoining county was called Liberty (hurch and was vaganized 
the year before Sugar (Cunp (hurch came snto being. While the 
members of the Libenty (Aurch were believers of the same doctrine 
that the founders og Sugar (gmp Church neld to, it was several 
miles distant and it would be mone convenient to have a place of 
worse p in their own docality, 

With the above thoughts in mind, a number of faan people 
who were residing in the lower part of Iloones Prairie /ounship 
assembled dugetren and on F ebauany 46, 1542, onganized utrat the 
called at that dime Sugar (amp (reek (Aurch, This new acligiow 
organization was located on the "Old Goshen Road" that ran pam 
Sé. Louis, ilissouri, to Shawneetoun, Jllincis, The original 
docation of the church was in the southeast part of Jefferson 
(County, Jllinois, a shonrt distance from the Hanilton (County Line, 

A number of well knoun families in that area were among the 
ones that ane credited with taking the nesponsibility to organize 
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this new church of the Baptist faith. In this group there were such 
names a4 Wilbanks, Allen, (ates, Foster, Hood, Pharis, Williams, 
Vance and Hosea Vise of the filacedonie area, . 

Like Maru churches op various denominations ox the earlier 
pertod, dre necoad indicates that they maintained a rather rigid 
discipline in the paocedwre of wvraiLip and conduct of business 
meetings, In thein church constitution they aet forth Aone very 
strong regulations to be followed in thein foam of wonsrip, JA 
would indicate prom the early history of thein new church that the 
group asa uirole trial to "paactice uhat they preached, Hen (fee 
philosophy of worship a century and mone ago pretty much prevailed 
among many church groups, 

The founders of Sugar (an (hunch and thein fanilies dived 
in ar area that contained countless acnes vf timber. lluch of this 
had to be cleared befone fields could be put into cultivation and 
new noads constaucted, Like other communities, transportation was 
by honse draun vehicles, At tines when there was freezing and 
thawing the local travel had to be done on foot, There were many 
times uhen the members of the new church had to walk men theia 
homes 40 thein chinch to attend services, 

In view of the manz obatacles with which they were confronted, 
they continued thein regular woralip as they felt Led to do. During 
winter seasons uhenr they were afflicted with the common ailmenst 
as most. fanilies were, there being a acancity of physicians and 
medical infonamation, there were tines that they fourd it difficult 
to survive, Death took its toll in the area, fa “minacle" drugs 
and vaccines were unknown and medical science had not advanced to 
the place that it has since the turn of the century, the early 
settlers of this community were confronted with the battle of sur- 
vival and as 2 nesult had to Look fon a suitable burial ground, 

We have not found neconds that show the exact time when 
construction vf the new church building was begun. Jt is believed 
that the first building was erected the year that the church was 
ongani zed, Reports from various people state that the firs building ung, 
yaa constructed of logs, This only stands to neason because timber 
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of the hand wood varieties was plentiful in that ware when wak 
on the new building began and sawed and planed Lumber was expensive 
and not available in the immeciate vicinity for the new building, 

From interviews, we Learn that the first building of this 
new church was located on the noath side of the "Old Goshen Road, " 
Shortly after construction of the Log building it was decided that 
a burial ground was needed in the community. As was the custom 
during that ena, th ey began burying thein dead close by their new 
building, 

Mls additional deaths occurred in the community, mone grave 
lots were acquined from dime to time. Years later, another section 
of the ceneteny was cleared un the south side of the noad, and it 
too benan 40 be filled with those that sooner on Later became occu- 
pants of the silent city of the dead, The appeanance of the 
cemetery would look to the ALAINGCR that thene were two such burial 
qwounds Located across the noad from each other, For many years, 
Memorial Day services were held at this cemetery, as was the custom 
in many Localities fron one coast to the other. 

We are also infoamed that some Lime prion to the year 13870 
anothen church was organi zea at this place of the Primitive Baptist 
faith Jt is said that thein place of waship was located on the 
south side vf the wad, Presumably both churches erected thein 
buildings “ne tne cemetery, + 

In the year of 1870 when the church memb ership had grown 
considenably (due to the fact that new settlers had moved into the 
community and the early fanilies now had groun children), it was 
found that a Langer building was needed, After some discussion as 
to what hind and type of new building they would erect, ijilalias 
McPherson who was Living about a mile northwest of the old church 
site offered to donate the Land fon a new building, This Location 
was at the edge of “Moores Paainie” and was mone suitable to the 
needs of the congregation than the one ufene the finst building had 
been erected, 

A number of donations from individuals, and from churches 
of diffenené faiths, were offered, some of them being as high as 
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five hundred dollars, [henrefone, it was decided to erect the 
decorul building of Sugar (amp iissionaniy Baptist (Aurch at the 
place uhene it is Located at the present time. One neport is that 
part of the Lumber that was used in construction of the new building 
was hauled bw wagen faom Ashley, Fllinois, The second building of 
this cunch is a jrame structure and at the time that this histony 
is unitienr is in its ninetieth year and still in good condition, Jz 
has, of course, undergone the process of remodeling two oa possibly 
three tines. 

[his place oj worship can truly be called one of the Landmarks 
of Jefferson County, Unlike some churches of various faiths that 
were organized and held wasiip services for a number of years and 
then died oul, this church has continued steadfast through the years 
dince its inception, The church holds a record of one hundred 
eighteen years of continuous worship, 

Some olden people of the church have stated that the Paimitive 
Baptist people of the locality united with the llissionary Baptist 
people after the new building was erected, and both groups woashiped 
together fon quite some Lime. The year of 1577 marked ithe beginning 
of Louny HiLL Primitive Baptist (hunch a few miles nontheust of 
Sugar (amp, and as this was the closest church of that faith, the 
people oj! the Latter faith renoved thein menbership and joined 
Louny Hill (hurchs , 

This Jefferson County Landmark has witnessed many changes 
during its time, sit the time of its origin it saw a rugged country- 
side with many acres of Linen, nunenouws wild animals nunning £0 
and no, countless wagon trains travelling on the "Old Goshen Road” 
beween St, Louis and Shawneetoun. This place of worship also 
witnessed the gnreot lian Between the States and furnished a number 
of her young men do seave with the "Boys in Blue," Again, it saw 
men from its comunity join the auned forces during the Spanish 
American lar, Following this conflict, this wonderful old church 
witnessed the Luan oj the century. Later, it gave sume of its 
sony to serve in the conflict that was to "end all wars." However, 
within one generation, again this place of wonsrip gave a number of 


hen sons £0 aenve in the Second World War. 
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Sugar Camp (hurch has seen the napid transition of farming 
with a team of horses and clearing woodland to plow the vingin soil, 
zo the coming of the machine age which increased immensely the 
volume and production of agricultural pursurts, Sit tA TO yearns of 
existence, it has also witnessed tie change from hkenosene Lights 
to modern electric senvice, Jn general, this place vf worship has 
deen the nevelutionanay change from the rugged Life of its pioneer 
founders to the modean. Life of the people of the Twentieth Century 
whose way of Life has deen drastically inpaoved, 

Below we submit the firot onden of business of the founders 
og this church: 

(ONSTITUTION 1842 


STATE OF ILLINOIS Feb, 24h idee We the presbytery by 
CFE asi a were que deacon, i viand antlvexanined ake 
y of these Brethren that was 
desinous to come into a (onstitution at Sugar (amp (reek 
hleetinghouse and. found em orthodox and helding the necessary 
ualifications, We pronounce then a church of £ the United 
fees Didengin each Led Sugar corp Ayes. aie and give 
the ninht hand of popeuiouahen £2 > thé eae ens that 
was holding Lett of dismission ue the United Bibra 
hurch of jesus nee Abel. ALlen, Stephen Allen, Thomas 
ates, Daniel Wi banka, Robert Richardson, James Allen, James 
Vib Jsaac Foster, Nancy Allen, Susannah (ates, Nancy 
ALlen, Lucinda Allen, Iialisa Allen, Fanny Allen, itaniah Allen 
flanenva ALlen, Tulana Hood and Sarah Jane Phanris, 


flders yh ‘i ae 


Hosea Vise 


pe a Sager the 4th Sunday in Febnuary 1842 the church 


met in oad 


Tat (hunch chose Brother Silas Williams modenaton paoten, 
nother Hosea Vise (Lerk paoten 


2nd (hose Brother James Wilbanks to serve us as clerk 
Hosea Vise (Lerk protean 
ARTICLES OF FAITH 


saN aise F ob 26th, 1842 

a RPORS February 25 

de C ss ed Baptist at Sugar Camp pees 
(Church in said ees sas hereby agree to and establish 
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tat. We believe in one only e and Living God the Pecdhiak 
the Word and the Hody Cha cg ani the Thaee ane (ne, 


2nd We believe the scriptures o a the Old and New Testaments 
ane the Written Word ef Go and the only aule of (Aristian 


faith and practice, 
Sid We believe in the doctrine Heiss Sree, Py ances shania 
Sanctification of the Spirit and 


4th We believe in mans inca pability to necover himselt from 
the pollen state he is in, by nature of. his oun {ree 
will and ality, 


5th we believe that sinners are justified in the hess of 
Ged only by the imputed Rightetes of (Aris 


6th We believe that sinners are (allea, Cee eis Regen- 
erated and Sanctified by oie Holy Spinit, 
7th We believe the Saints shall persevere in Grace and never 
ope fe 
Eth ieee cpt believe that Baptism and the Lord's Supper are 


adinances ee pe and that Tnaue Believers in (hrist 
ane the Sub je and Baptisn Ls Immersion, 


9th We believe in the nesurnection of the dead and a General 
Judgment, 

70th We in that the apt Dea of the Wicked and the 
Goys of the Righteous bill be etennal, 


71th We believe that no min iter has al to administer 
the ondinances only such as isn baptized, 
called and come under hands of a ee: neshyterive 


HERBERT RISLEY REPORTING aoe 

David Risley was boan in Ohio in Febauany, 1832, He came 
to the Sugar (amp neighborhood about 1840, 

David Risley was married to the foamen ilary Bostenr, and 
they were the parents of the following children: Sophia, who 
married Zanachia Sexton; Henny, who married Isabelle Sharp, Helen, 
who married Philip Boster; (harles, who married émma Ruetfenr; 
Effie, who married Themas Soplin; Jely, who married Thomas Huff- 
stutlen, and James, who never married, 
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— J£ is not knoun whether oa not Davis Risley was married at 
the Lime of the (ivil Wan, but it is known that he served tuee 
years and nine months during this conflict with the nebel siates, 

He enrolled in the rlamy at the lWilbanirs Stand and left from 
thene, He was in Sheaman's filanch to the Sea. Risley said that 
they did not carry enowh nations with them, and they would stop 
at farm houses and kill chickens with thein bayonets, They would 
dake the chickens along and cook them uhenevenr trey stopped 40 camp 
at night, Part of his seavice uas with a neighbor, Thomas WWilkey, 
a descendant of one of Jefferson (County's oldest janilies, On one 
occasion he was with Wilkes uhen a Lead bali grazed Wiley, Risley 
was never furloughed during his entire (Civil War caneen, 

When he uxrs discharged from senvice, Risley cane home dy 
way, of SnowLlare, a hantleé in the communtty where he Lived. He 
arrived home about dusk, took his discharge money out of his trousers 
and hid it, Some one broke into his house during the night with 
the intention of stealing the discharge money. Risley was stauck 
with a bullet but it did not go through his clothing, Jt made a 
bruise, however, that afgvected him the nenainden of his Life, 

th. Risley was a farmer by occupation, and it is believed 
tht he was one of the earlier members of the Sugar (amp Baptist 
Church, He settled in the neighboahood of the church and spent 
his allotted time in this wonld in its vicuntty. He bought a portion 
of his faun from the Federal Goverrunent. 

My. Risley dived until the year op 7924, dying at the oge of 


ninety-two, and being buried ak the Sugar Cuno Cemetenu, Five of 


his great grandchiidnen wone killed in World War Tuo. 


WTI IE IRVIH BEASLEY ast He 8, FRVGH REPIRTING 

John tlartin was boan in Month Carolina in the year I 751, 
He sewed as a captain in the War of 1512, 

When the war was over and it was time fon discharge, he 
uas given (in Lieu of pay) a yrant of Land which ak that Lime was 
in Indian (euntry, J consisted of approximately six square 


niles from Belle Rive and extending south, Jt was so Lonely in 
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the new territony that he sent por nelatives and friends to come to 
settle, pnomising trem he would furnish the Land, 

He was the father of Thomas lilantin uno was the father of 
Louis and Ilartha Ilartin. Martha filantin married Jillis Invin, whose 
jather was an early settler from New York State, llartha and Willis! 
home was part of the original dand grant of Join lilentin. Three 
childien were born to Martha and (Villis Invin: énmma Yates, Alva 
and jilantin, ALL three of thein children Lived thein full Lives in 
this vicinity. 

John hartin nemained a farnenr after moving into the Sugar 
(amp area, and was one of the early menbens of Sugar Canip Baptist 
(Aurck, 


ARS. Po tt, SAITH REPORTING 

Richard S, Compton was born in Tennessee on September 1; 
1832, 

Jt is uncertain when he moved to this area, but Ld is almost 
certain that it was before the (ivil War, as it i noun that he 
often expressed Northern sentiments in regard to that war, despite 
the fact that he had been boan in Tennessee, 

lh, Compton was married to the foamer Julia Ann Davis, He 
betiled in fee County, JLlinois, nean the southeast coanenr 
of thre ee and nemained there until his death on December 2}, 

7897, fran dimes when roads were impassable, as they often were, 
lik, Compton would have 240 go to the stone at tre Wilbarks Stand on 
horseback on walk, J# was several miles xo the Wilbanks Stand and 
would take the gnreaten part uf the day to make the nound trip, 

lin. (Compton uas a farmer by occupation, and was a faithful 
ant active member of Sugar Camp ilissionary Baptist Church, which 
he senved as a deacon fon many years, 

ina, Smith remembers when she was a young girl at Ih, Cumpton's 
place (she was his oldest granddaughter), the family had some meat ~ 
they. had butchered which was being cuned in the smoke house, The 

) grauchildren were the only ones at home at the time, and fins ~ Smith 
noticed a lot of anoke coming from the smoke house, One of the wooden 
crosspieces that was holding the hams had baoken and the meat had 
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fallen in the fine. The children went after thein grandfather, and 
he came quickly; however, the fire had gotten beyond putting out 
and the fanily dujppered the 1044 of both the meat and the building, 


SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION ABQUT PATRICK ROSS 

Patrick Ros, accuading to the official minutes of the Sugar 
Camp Baptist (hurch, joined that church in October, 1543. He con- 
dinued to hold his memb ership with this church until the time of 
his death, 

the report on Page B-26 of this volume points out that Ross 
was home on furlough from the Union Aamy at the occasion of his 
being killed, Official neconds neceived after Page B-26 was 
printed paove that Patrick Ross was discharjed one year, six nonthe 
and seven days paiva to his slaying, 

he official report is as follows; 


Mages Ross joined the Union Aamy on October ys 1867, fon 
. His ennollnené was in jefferson County (pa umabLy 
at anya aad Stand, though this isa ae of confecture/, ie was 


eviolled by Le F, Wood. He was mustered into service on 
December 30, 7187, at (amp Butlet, Illinois, by a (aptain Watson, 
th was di nged at £ (aire, GLlinois, on rea 7, 1362, with 


the rank ee private. His age was thirty-seven at Peete of 


and he was a native ie Knox (County, J ennesse 


ae ACNVLCE, 
Note Ross and his slayer were both natives of (ee oe 
Patrick Ross was et prion to the time that he enlisted 
in the Union Army. We are unable to Leann his wife's maiden name 
and do not know her native state, She and Patrick Ross had two 
sons at the time of his death, but we do not how if he had any 
othen children, 
William Turner Barbee was the child who was sent to the Ross 
home z£o noti-y them that Patrick Ross had been killed, Young Barbee 
was ten years of age at the time, 
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